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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST lm'uuon, 1354TH INFANTRY
(367H INFANTRY DIVISION) IK THE ATTACK ON HILL 122,
~ NORTH OF 87. LO, FRANCE, 15-17 JULY 1944
(NORMANDY CAMPAIGNK)
(Pomoul hporicnco of & coupan;' comdor)

" QRIENTATION
ODUCTIO
‘ m: msraph cavers the oporaﬁ.ons of the 1lst Battalion,

134th Infantry, Ssth Div :,sion in the attack on Hill . 128 ’ one of
‘ tho eritical termin reatures protoctmg the city or 81'. m ’

FRAKOE, 'Y vital cmieatiena oentar, 1n tho nonumr GMAIGH,
15 July =~ 17 July 1944, | | B
 Im order to orient the rudor, it will bo nsoesnry to
diaeuu hrioﬂy the ujor ovonta vh:leh led up to th:ls action.

~ Pwo yeers of plenning end prepuration led up to the A=
11«1 lendings in norwmny on € June 1944, (1) The coueonoa
afrorf.a of the Alllies were gathered together in ERGL“D m tho
ahapo or Wnso stockc er tu:lppi.na, aircraft, auppnos and
‘meanpower. For aeveral nonths Allied air foroos had carriod out -
boubins eporatiem vhie.h were & part of tho muaim 1tnl.r. o
(2) R . .
o The somtuw 1nvaaion ot necoaaity was to be & cmmd
Arny Bavy snd Alr Forces operation requiring the most emti#s |
coordination, By June 1944 there were 1,626,965 U.S. troops |
and 8,500,900 tons of supplias over and abovo basie 10:6.3 and
equipuent. (3) , . '
| ‘ Ground foroes in the NOMDY operation were led b:y Gonaral
'B.‘..r Bernard Le Montgomery, commending 2lst Am Group, consiste
1.33 of the SQcond British snd the First U, 8. .An_ﬂ.ea‘.v ,!,hp 890-
TIT A5, 7. 1 » ———

(2) ‘-‘1’ Pe 1
‘3) ‘-"'1’ FQ 2




ond British Army struck in the BAYEUX and CAEN aress with
three divisions lending on the beach and a brigade of the 6th

 British Airborne Division dropping inlsnd between CAEN md the

Sea. The U. 8, First Army, comnded. by Lto Gen. Omar lo Brade
" ley, strusk in the neck of the COTENFIN PENINSULA at UTAE
BEACH, east of STE-ERE-EGLISE, and OMAHA BEACH, northeast of
TREVIERES, with 3 d:!.viaiems while the B2d4 Mrhome Division
dropped at sm-m-nem;w. and the 10lst Airborne Divisien
droppod halfwuy between S‘E&-EGLM and CARANTAN. (m_!gn
a) (a) | | | |
- By 9 June, the beachheads hed been well established by the
aauult di.visioas snd orders had been issued to emunuo the
attack. (See Map B B) (6) By 13 J\mo ‘further gains had beon
made and V corpa on ‘the east and VII Corps on the nat had |
linkod up south of camm'm and no enexy threat had develepod
to split the limk betvoon the Corps. (See Msp B) ,J;Ix Corps
- was assigned the mission on 13 June to enlerge the co;riédr of
oomimnieats.on between ISIGNY snd CARANTAN. XIX Corps beceme |
operational 141200 June, (e) | - |

- During tho period 15 J\me - 2 J’uly 1944, Fira‘l: Am M

built up its torcos mtu now tharo were four ccrpa in oporu-
tien, the OOTEITIK PEIID'SBIA had fa‘.llon adding the Port of
cmome to 1ta holdings, First Army front hed remained rela-
tivoly sto.blo aineo 20 June and rogronpina of foroces had tﬂmn
pluco resdy for eentinuod operations. ‘» (S0e Map C) (7) |

© The early Jh].y offensive was to ‘open with three of the
four Corps in line opcning with mcoosaivo blows aoliurad from
IRER

(6) A-2, p. 159
(7) ‘*3’ ‘Pe 1 md 2
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right to 1’.‘:«.-,1 each Goi'ps moving on ermy orders. The XIX Corps
would be the third to leunch its attaok. (8) The XIX Gorps
had two divisions in line with the 35th Division on itz way

~ to FRANCE to reimforce 1ts attack., However, the 35th would
not limpdiately be ready to enter combat,

The 35th Infantry Division errived at OMAHA BEACH in the
vieinity of COOLEVILLE-SUR-KERE 05 1500 July. The first ele-
ment of the 35th Infentry Division ashore was the 1354th Infanw
try, Commanded by Major General (then Colonel) Butler B, Miltone
‘bergers The division clesed imto an assembly aree in the
vicinity of car.ommm’s on 7 July, (9) The XIX Corps Come
'n.nder wished an m«i.tato eomitunt to battle of the 35th
Infentry Division. The division was destined to fight a].ems
side of the 20th and 30th Infentry Divisicn's already seasomed
and battle hardened troeps. (10) | |

On 8 July the 24 Battalion, 134th Infsmtry emtered the
front 1ines in the vieinity of ST. KICHOLAS, relieving the
24 Battelion of the 120th Infentry. (11) This commitment of
the 2d Battelion wes s defensive position and the 24 Battalion
was to rejoin the 134th Infantry om 11 J‘uly. (1%)

On the night of ¢ July the 137th Infantry and 3230th Ine
fantry, 36th ,Infmtry Division, were ordered into the lm re~
lieving elements of the 20th Infentry Division on the left and
the .':ch‘ Infentry Division en the right. The line ren from tho
vm RIVER above LA murm and extended in s southeasterly
ﬁi A2, pe B |
(8, 43 Soape 11 s 7.

{11) A=4, pe SO
(12) "‘4’ Pe 32




direction through LA RIVIERE to LA NICOLLERIE, the 137th Ine
fantry en the right and the 320th Infentry om the left, (13)
The %th Infentry Diviaion minus the 134th Infentry lmnclad
thelir init.‘-.al attack on 11 July. The 154& Infsntry rminad
in corpn reserve until 14 July. | |
The XIX Corps plsn nt this time was to uixa the ST. LO
- area on both the esst and west sides of the VIE RIVER. (14)
Steady but alo' progrou had been made dnrz.ns the pericd 7
July to 13 July et which time Corps had three infentry Aivie
sions in the 11lne, comsisting of the 20th, 30th and the 35th
- Infentry Divisions. w)’ During thia‘ period the XIX
Corps had come to blows with and were sleﬂ.y evorpworins
elements of the enm's 1'7th S8 Panger Grensdier Mvinien, »
Battle Group Heints (comsisting of two rifle battg,l;m‘. qt the
avm'mumn, the 275th Engineer Battalion, 'mméei'" Bate |
talion Angers, and one AA Battery), elements of the 38th S5
Armored Infantry Regiment and the 3524 Infentry Divieion. (Ses -
| _n,__) (1) o
Much can bo sa1d sbout nnd much has bun mtton amt
the difficult terrain over which operations were carried out.
NORMANDY, FRANCE 1s basically ccnpoaed of farming comition
" The CORKISH countryaside 1s well drainqd._ by n-mm of stresms
which flow generally northwest and onpty into the ENGLISH | |
CHAWNEL. The land is broken up into many swall fields by &
- system of hodsema. The hodgams vary in sise and tm.
| Generally they are conpoaod of benks of dirt and rock varyins
in eize from two to five feet in thickness st the bottom and
tapering up to one to two feet in width at their top. ‘Helght |

mg TIT
14) “'2, Pe
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varies from two feet to as much as six or seven feet., All
hedgerows m covered with a thick vegetation, thorn bushes,
fruit trees and verious mol of h.dd’se}buheo. Running slong
one side of éach o:icloaegl field a road, or rether a wagom trall
is usually found, Often tho mnm between two such hedge-
rows, thus forming e rather formidable sunken rosd. The fields
tims formed by hedgerows seemed to aversge sbout 100 yards lehs _
and 50 ytrﬂo wide. "An serial photograph of a typical aectﬁ.«m
‘of NORMANDY shows iorc thm 3900 hedged enclosures in an area
‘less then elght miles uqam . (16) Needless to say these .
hedgerows which look so pesceful and pioturnque during norsal
times nfforapa m enemy - »ay'ston of ready made bulwarks be-
hind which, with very little excavation, he was able to entrench
‘and defend himself in resdy made forts which offered protection
from slmost all types of fire. The mthod used by the em in
 preparing his doftmivo poaitiens will be eoverod in more u-
tail later on, | | | | |
The weather during this phase of the EORMANDY eempaign
- was ‘gem’rallr 'oloai' end mild with occasional light rains 'hieh
falled to honper operations in any m. The hours of du'heu
'worc smrany limited botnon 2300 honrs and 0500 hourse The
. long period of visibility is due to the 1m tvu:l&ht enjoyed
‘by the matives of !OBIASD’!, rmcn during the summer mthn.
| m eoubat orricienoy of the German soldier was omollont. }
He undoabtodly mrrered rrel the poried or combet prior to the
por.tod ‘covered here, but as yet there were no indications of a
letdown smong his foreos. %he ract that ‘the Gom aeldier
was rishting over torrain mnur to him and undcubtedly carrye
I8y A~4, Pe 81 2




ing out p‘roar_r‘angéd dofonain plm md'_ in many cases ocoupy~
ing prqﬁrrmged positions prop’grevav*on eritical terrain and
guarding 1&01: avennes of spprosch more thm made up for the
losses snd defeats he had suffered thus, far since D day, 6 Jj'dnt. |
The 35th Division was at full strength on il July snd as

yet the 134th Infantry had suffered no 'éuﬁaltioa. Norsle was
‘saperior. ’ roginont had been in tral.ns.as as & mt si.nu
it hed been mbnisod and beoame & part of the TeBe m, 835
December 1940, The former Natlonsl Guardsmen from the atttt_
of Nebraska were again to participate in a world comflict.
The mand officers of the 134th Infantry were ready and
anxicus to see what they could do after the para. of careful
training for thelir initlal entry inteo oconflict agaimt an
enemy of their omtryo (a7) '

~ Each man wd officer ua t'u].ly oquippoa and as yot there
were no supply problems to eo-plioato their emtry iato combat,

D TTIONS LAN OF THE 134TH

At 13 2030 July the 134th Inrantry was :-ouovod IIoD ase
- s.‘..mont as Corps reserve and was oraoroa tc move to an as~
sembly area near LA GBI&‘EI.IEBE, MGS to Telieve the 24 Bat-v
talion, 116th Infantry, 29th Divi.aion, and be prepared to
partigiputc in s qoordlmtod attack 15 0516 July. ,m- Placed
tho regiment on the left flank of the 55th Division which
would attack with three regiments abreast in eonjunctim vlth
aimltmom attacks by the 20th Division on the left end the
50th Divisien oa the right, (18)

The 34 Battalion was ordem to relieve the 24 Battalion,

mm—ag
- (18) A-4, Pe 323 5-10, Pe 86




116th Infentry, 29th Division without bemefit of daylight
reconnalssances (19) The regiment began movement to the new
area at 13 0100 July and the 56, Battﬁicn had completed 11::
reliot by 13 1030. (20) This placod the regiment within the
sone from vh:l.oh it would launch its nocturnal attack ngainat
the enemy, (See Map E)

The reginmtal attack order, Fleld Order #18, was issued
from the 134th Infantry CP near LA cm:m:rm, FRANCE. The
~ plen of attack, attachments, supporting fires and objectives
was as follows: the 134th Infantry with 747th Tank Battelion
(less Compeny B); 1st Platoon of Compeny A, 60th Engimeer Bate
talion; one platoon 654th Tank Destroyer Battalion; cm A,
| 110th Medical Battalion attached, supported by 16lst Pield
Artillery Battalion and ettached 924 Chemical Mortar Company
and snpport.ed by Sﬁth Inrmtry Diviaieu mulery, attmh in
sone, 156 0515 July 1944. Destroy enexy forces in some morth
of 3F. Lo, FRANCE, apd to seize and ocoupy ST. 10, 1st Bat-
 talion, 134th Intmtx'y, pass through positione held by 34
Bcttauon, attack 15 0515 July 1944, uuo and oocupy objootzve
1n zm. 24 Battallon, 134th Intmtry, with one squad Antie
Tank Compeny Mine Phtm, one 57 wm Platoon Anti-Tank Come
’ plmy, 737th Tank Battalion (-) ‘attached, attack 156 0616 July
1944, to seisze and cocupy objective in sone. (21) This 'piaéed
the lst Battalion om the right with the 24 Battalion on the left
arter puaina" through the positions held by the 34 Battalion,
The 34 Battalion wazs to remih' in present positions and assemble
as regimental reserve on order, The attack was to be a penetra-
tiom with 1ittle roeu for maneuver, dopoﬁd.tne upon fire support

i {:‘{0 p?ﬁg
(81) a-s, pe 863 A~4, p. ¢ |
9




and tonaoi.ty or the mdividuo.l uni.t to galin tha objeotivo. The
Z0N0 auignod tha 1st Battalion bad been the aom of repeatod :
attempts by olmnt—s of the 29th Division to advance, (22)‘

PHE ggrr&m‘ui SITUATION AND pw' OF ATTACK B

siaco landing in HORIIAEDY the lst Battalion had attmted

to take advantggo of the time available to prepare its m and
ofi‘.tcora for combat. Om 8 July the battallon moved frem the
viocinity of MERCY, FRANCE to an assembly ares near LBS ESSORTS,
FRANCE. (23) In this aasembly area every thought was diraot—
ed toward the problems which might be ohcmcered» lin the fighte
ing that lay ehead, Much had been heard about the dAifficulties
encountered in fighting through the masze of hedgerows -~ sach
hedgerow a miniature fort ~= mortars and artillery zerced ia ’»
on hedgerows, 'roads and trails -- enemy snipers in or behind
a.lmat overy tree -« don't use your radios because transmissions
Mdﬁ.stoly bring down fire. mse were a to' of the problm
for which everyone was seeking an anawer,

- 0n 9 July and 10 July the battalion util;tzed the hedge~
rows within their assembly area in working out plans and
- developing maneuvers which would he successful, Simulated at-
tacks were run thrtmgh ~ Machine guns and automatic rifles
were usisnad to work in pairs from elther end of the box-
1ike enclosures formed by the hedgerows. Fires were crossed
to the far corhora of the field along the oppoaite hedserw
and moved back amd forth as slements of rifle squads worked
their way fomara_wer_ the prptbétivo fire. As ‘tho' riflemen

approached, fires from the ,b.mtic weapons were concentrated

_ EEE’ 3.'-’. Pe ,:‘_‘55 |
23) A"‘p Pe 31 '
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in the corners of the fields., Thus, the riflemen would inow
where their friendly fires were iuttms, providing room for |

- them to attack hehind the hodgorwa with grenadea and riflo o
fire. !'omork was developed 20 that eaoh man knew his Job,
Due to the t.ype of the terrsin it was anticipated that the
uaohino gans rron the heavy weapons company would bo attached.
The ri.rlo company commanders were able to plm on the uttaoh-
ment of four heavy guns to their companies, (24)

The contemplated employment of the light snd heavy machine
guna c’rqated ai problon. In most cases the hadgema wore too
high to utilize the tripods from which the guns are normally
fired, ILieutenant Robert Gordon, Battalion Se4 solved this
problem by 'fsecuring b.tpods' fm ¢sptured machlne guns, These
were attached to the wator jackets on the hoavya, and the fore
ward portion of t.‘na lights, thus onabl:l.ng tho gumere to place
the guna on top or the hedgerows to deliver fire. It was be~
1leved that this eddition to the guns would offer @ flexibility
in thut the guns ‘could be fired either from the bipod or the
sriped according to the poaitions selected. (25) | | |

On 11 July when the 137th Infantry and the 320th Infantry,
35th Division, part’icipated in the attack, obimwl were sent
up from omh ‘co:panrband battalion headquarters to observe vvtho“
action. The next dey p'fo.r_tioa' from regimental headquarters and |
battalion headquarters visited elements of the 29th and 30th |
Divisions to gaia all the knowledge they could from these units
which had. alrendw boen 1n contiauous cenbat for over a mnth.
(26) |

Dnring the night 13 July the lst Bnttalion hed closed into

(24 } Perwndhovmge
(26) Persomal knowledge
(26) A-4, p. 32




‘& forward assembly aree in the vieinity of LA CHITELIERE. On
the 14th, iaasod on fragmentary orders, all commanders visited
the front lines in the zone which was to be theirs and proparod
initial plans for the attack to be launched the mext worning.

(27) From this limlted recomnalssance, company commanders and

platoon leaders were able to select rorvard check poﬂ.nta and
establish & guido oyaten to lead then into the final pos:l.t:iona

- from which to launch their attaokg Gonuqmuy, no guldes were

necessary from tho- 34 Battilion; which was 1n line and would be
pasased throu@h at the line of dcpn'tnro wmch was the poaiuom
oceupled by the 3d Battalion. (Bee_Map E)
The p].u for attack 1ssued by moutomnt% Colonel nma

Cs Boatsman, Gommding. the lat Battalion, was itself relative=
1y simple, Company A on,tho loft,"cmpwﬂc»'m the right with

Company B in reserve. 1lst Machinme Gun Platoon, Company D ate

tached to Company A. 2d Machine vaa’l’latoon; Company D attache
ed to GWW Ce ad lortar Platoou, Company D in genearal supe

port behind the slight ridge MQdiatoly behind the frout line

positions, The 134th Intantry was to have the supporting fires

of three battslions of 1014 tt;tilloi'y controlled by the 16lst
Field Mi.llory Battﬂ’im iviaioh was in dmbs support of m |
‘regiment. Attachod to the m.es Fleld Artillery Battalion vas
& cheaical mortar company or 4.2 chm“l mortars. The supe
porting »ﬁ.ro plan was simple. Fires were %0 be placed on enomy

‘positions ’bog'.tmin'g &t H hour with the 4.2 mortars pheins- smoke

on known enemy poaitimi. Por 15 ‘iimtoa the full weight of

ail gm would place fire on tho enemy at a fast rate, theres
‘after a rolling barrage was to bo nrod in tront of tho 1;1: Bate

'vm mi.ag.
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talion, to be 1ifted and moved forward on call, (28)
~ Communication lines were set up during the ovenins and
night of 14 July. All final preparationa were msade m1uding
the issue of one K ration to be carried by each man, 1ssuance
of msmunition, plan tof dropping bed rolis and all extra equip~
ment not essential to the task that lay shead. _titchon pé‘é-
sonnel were handed last minute letters, photographs, billfolds
and p'orsona.l- keepsakes rith the casual reﬁqu,- "Keep these un~
til I ask for them == if not == ‘you'.'lv.]. know what to do with
them.® The men and ofﬁcora sat around in small groups dis-
ocussing the final details and knowing that the attack was very
important. ST. m vas tho‘hnb of the German defenses in thls
sector and it was highly .tnportmt} that it fall beoauée all
auapeeted snd had heard runors that once ST. LO fell we could
employ armor in a breakkhrough whieh would exploit successes
geined in NORMANDY thus far, There would be very little alqep
this night, | |
The distance from the assenbly area to the 11ne of do-
parture was about 2000 yarda 80 there would be no stop until
Just bo.fero emasing, when & ﬁ.na.l pmu tor regrouping tould
take place. Movement would begin about 15 0330 thi.ch would al-
low ample tm for the troops to reach tha nuault poaitima.
(29) _ )
The line of departure was located just south of the yillﬁgo -
of VILLERS FOSSARD slong s hedgerow near a smell treil leading
| southwest from the village. o |
The attack led down hill end across & small stream. Thers
'vvn a slight drop of about ten meters oxt.onding over a dise

1E8) Fersonal lmorhdgo; A-4, p. 54
(20) Personal knowledge
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tance of sbout 600 yards. It eovered hedgerows to the strean
bed and then extended up over a series of hedgerows snd
platesus which formed the base of HILL 122. This hill took
ita name from its hoight‘ in meters. The terrain then slopod
"0 the oity of ST. LO and the VIRE RIVER The area was well
}cevorad with trees and heuvy vegetation, and obgervation was
limited to the next hedgerow which might be as ‘.m.vu' nfty
yarda or as far as 300 yarda dependlng upon the partieular
shape of the field formed by the hodgoms. Rumnns gonorally '
south thrmgh the zone was vhat appeu'od on the map to be & |
good ueo_ndnry road, mt at placos was sctually = very narrow
trgu runing between two hedgerows which were about ’uién to
eight feet in height. Trees growing in the hedgerows at times
were close eocugh on either side to form & leafy tunnel. It_'
was over this difficult terrain the attack would tale ,pi#co.
| The opposing enemy forces had been identified as elements
| of the l4th Parachute Regiment, Battle Group Heintz snd 352d
Infentry Division. The enemy wes known to be well dug in
behind b hedgerows and was anpportod by mortars and artillory. |
(Ses Map E) | | | -
. The westher was clear, warm snd visibility conditions

cxcollmt. | | I R
nOmr 70 THE LINE OF DEPARTURE AND FINAL rnnrmrmn FOR
THE ATTACK R

Tho movement from the uaonb].y area to the lina of dopnrtnro
- was sterted about 15 0330 July. The attuohuonta of machine gun

platoons was effected in the assembly area in order to eut dm

on the confusion on the 1line of departure. Order of march was

14



A, C, D (=), Battalionlaoudqmtora,’, snd B Companies. Vehlcles
- would follow th_o foot columm by bounds, weapons would ﬁe taken
from the transportation about 500 yards in rear of the line of
departure. }A].l‘ transporﬁatién would then assemble in & motor
pool previously selected by the battalion transportation ofe
rieer. By houfs the bd’étslj.m was in position, wire com-
mmication esteblished and as yet no incident hed oecured to
dlsturd the smooth movement into position. As directed by the
rogimtalvordor, redios were to be silent wntil H hour. Artil-
lery li.aiaon persormel and rorurd obaowora tm the 1l61st
Field Artillery had z'eportod md everything tas 1n readinoaa

for the attwk.

Due to the oonplotonosa of preliminary plming in tho
rear area there waa little remaining to do exscept to aheek
final dlspositions and nervously awaelt the crawling hands of
the clock to reach 0515, (30) -

TIO

H-HOUR, THE INITIAL ASSAULT

No one needed to be told when H hour arrived. The tree
~ mendous fire being delivered by the lﬁpporting weepons was ine
deed slignal enough tb, canse every man to get to his feet, grasp
his weepon more tightly, check his supply of grensdes and start
moving the few remalning yards to breach the last protective
hedgerow and advance into the area, approximately 300 yards
~wide, which aeparated the qppoaing ‘forces., Every man knew

that he had 15 minutes to _érbaq, the space and work in as close
(50) Fersonal kmowledge




‘aa ponible to the rriondly bmago ready to ehtrgo tho mm
the meat it 1ifted, ’

covnpany A, Commanded by cuptun I.oraa Se lteeamm m Com=
pany G, Commanded by Captein John E. Davis were both oaylmns '
‘similar femnons for the attuck. Esch %aa tttnems with
two platoons abreast, third platoon in support, machine guns ate
tached to platoons and 60 mm mortars in general support of the |
company. Everything seemed to be going as plamned. Leading
elemants of both uumlt eompanies were quiotly alippins tovurd
the enm to be in as close as poui‘blo to the wtiuery thnt
was falling to their front when it lifted. (31)

It wes hoped by combining the mass of artillery fire snd
the initial aaaanlt that surprise could be attama. Up to
this time fighting in this sector had been patterned vy rir-
ing = proparauon from ten to ﬁttoon uimtea pri.or to tho
launching ot the attamck. (32)

Suddenly mét%hms# chenged into an gprén:b-. Ensny mortar
anﬁ artillery was falling throughout the battalién gone of
action, The lesding elements obsorved Germsn troops moving
toward them mcmmiod by the repld chatter of meohine guns,
Morter and artillery fire seemed to come from onrj-horo .
Surprise it "”‘,.‘v At first it was thoughs the n_eky mmm
1y moving forward to get out of the barrege being 1:14 down by
the Americans but it was soon evident that the Germans Were

aotually lannohing an attack at t.he sasme t.’mo m ntmk Was
schodulod. :

Eﬁ’ Personal mmgo
52) A-%, pe 34
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Compeny A and Company C mainteined the impetus of their
forward movement and 1t was the enemy that broke snd fell back
to the protection of thelr hedgerow., The situstion failed to
Mediately clear because now the enemy vas fully aware that }
an attack had buen launched by the A.nori.cm. They unodiatcly o
increased the volm end rate of their morter and artillery ,
fire, the m,jerity of which was »fal;l.ina on the asseult .olmut'n,
The 3d Battalion snd the support platoons of Company A and Com~
peny © bogan’reeeiving casuslties from the enﬁﬁw fire. This
aituntian undcubtedly would make t:ho priue of vict:ory more
eoatly. (33) |

_SUCC. ‘

By 0650 hours Company C had sdvanced to the second hedge-
~row heyonﬂ the creek mmiatoly in front of the line of de
partnre. ‘rhinnns was not g0 muoch in the yards gained but- in
hedgerows captured. ~ For daya to come advances were to bo
measured in fhi's, manner. This ae'cually maant that &n mitial
advance of some 800 to 900 yerds had boon nade. (See !__en E)
(34) The initisl gain however, had not been without difficulty.
The initial force and speed with which the asaault ‘companies
lmd. jmtpod 01‘1“ end individusl cou-age, daring and hand to hand
fignting hed cost C Compeny sbout €0% of their effective fight- |
' ing strength. - o

The situation however, was still somewhat confused. Short- |
1y efter the jump off sll wire lines had been kmocked out due
to enemy shelling. Commnication with both the forward oom-
panies was nbn—-oxist.ont. As yet. the radiocs had not been used.

orso ®
(34) A-4, p. 36
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8cgre‘.stor1es -about tho}radio locaters used by the enemy made
eveiyone reluctent to open hia sete. The srtillery rolling
barrage had become 'dlitﬁeult i:o econtrol as the forward observers
with the leading compenies were either casuslties or their
radiog were out of sction snd 1t wes impossible to keep wire
llines in operation, About this time Lieutenant Goionol Boats~
man sent Major Warren C. Wood, Bo.ttal ion Executivo Ofﬁcer, fore
- ward to contact Compeny ¢ and find out what the exact aitmt&on »
was. (35) -
hjor Wood found Csptein Davis well rbrvoré reorganizing
his company and attempting to beold what gpmd had been gained.
Thelr combined efforts netted only 52 soldiers out of a mz. |
strength rifle eonpm. Compeny C was holding on to what they
had gained through éeuplete disregard of personal safetys The
positién held by them was made as secure as possible for s
far as they knew there wers no othor Anorioan forces within
500 yarﬁs. Plans were made fer Ctmpmy B to replaee Company |
C in the assenlt echelon. (36)
- Other elements of the battallon were faced with preblm
of their own, The Mortar Platoon of Compeny D had made care-
| ful plans for the sttack. OP's were carefully selected and
dug intoe the hedgeron in strategic apots which covered the
entire zone of action of the lst Battellon. Wire was care-
- fully liid to these well prepured and protected observation
posts, It was necessary to run new 'irc lines repesatedly to
the gun positions., These wires were Inocked out agein and
again after a few Mten cperation due to the heavy shelling.
~ Fate also seemed to be taking & hend. Shortly mor the at-
T36) ’Fersona knwnge
(36) Personsl knowledge; Statement by Nejor Warren G. Wood,
‘ then Bucutivo Offieer, lst Btttal:lon, on 2«14, 1960
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tack jumped off 24 Lieutensnt Jemes W. Powers, section leader,
was occupying his observation post end firing effectively into
the enemy 'positiona"chon he was completely blown out of his
ventege point by a Germen 88 mm round and had to be evacuated.
(37) |

' Prigoners takem by the 1st Battslion during two hours '

tetaled only four. Fighting lua been so mtecnaq that 1t was
difficult to obtain captives, let alone gnuard them and see that
- they were sent to the rear., It seemed strange that these four

battle weary, dirty and slightly dazed individutla were ﬁart of
| Hitler's super soldiers who were supposedly conquoring the world.
Bapm 1nterrogation at the battalion eommd post indicated that
we had partislly penetrated the MLE for the city ef ST. LO. (38)

About 0730 hours commmnication was estsblished with Come
pany A on the left. The initial movement of both Companies A
and C had swung slightly to the left and Compeny A was sbout
200 yards to the left rear of the positions of Compeny C.
- Captain McGowan's men were moving slowly tsﬁinst what semﬁ, to
be rether light resistance and socn were eble to move up along
side of the positions held by the other assault compsny. Cep=
tain McGowan requested tanks for the contimmence of the attack.
He believed that if he had tanks snd was furnizhed some ex=
plesives he could blow paa#tges for them through the hedgerows,
Tanks also would lend conﬂéonco to ‘his men as .thgy progressed
forward, (39) | | . o

A request was Madiatavly placed with regiment ,”r, the

}5’7' ) Personal lmoﬁ.odgo
38) Personal knowledge
(38) Personal knowledge
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tanke and the explosives. Response wes immediate. The 24 Bate
 talion had been able to make only slight suins and one pio.toon /
of tanke stteched to the 24 Battalion dtre ordered to repert to -
the lst Battalion. (40) | |
| The use of tanks in hedgerown_ had been cie_voleped by other
units who found they aided grestly in the sdvence providing |
breaches in ‘thev' hedgerows could be made for the i:ank,s to pase
“threugh. Heavy iron p:ﬁonga in | some inztsnces had been volded' :
%o the final drive housing, These prongs sould rip holes inm
the upper portions of scme hedgerows allowing the tdnk# to
bresch the obstacles. Alsc holes made by the prongs providad
spacea in which te 1ead dmlitiona in order to blow & gap
through tho hedgerows. (41) |

At this time it was decided that Compeny A was in posi- |
' tien to emvelop the nose of HILL 122 from the iei:'t and work
in behirnd the main enemy puitidua Mdletolj_ in frmﬁ of Com=
pany C. This envelomnt was to be mede at 0900 hours, Com~ |
pany C would reuain in position lecnding what mpport it ocould
by fire. COWW B was then to be committed through coupmy €
‘and Join conpany A in tho push toward the town of mr.m,
, mll group of buildings on the northeast nose of HILL 122,
This plan had & strong possibility of sueoéedina and at the
same time would straighten out the direction of attsck and bring
the full force of the two companies on the immediate battslion
objective, o | |

The terrain conrroutins the battslion at this ti-o is
worthy of note., The ground sloped upward toward the crest of
BILL 122, Each fleld surrounded by hedgerows had epparently

T40] Personal knowledge
{(41) a-2, p. 56
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been loveleé throughout - the years and 1n doing so each suce
cessive field was higher». his created a terraced effect with
~ each successive hedgercow higher. 1If it were not for the presence
of trees in the hedgerows, the slopes of HILL 122 might resemble
a glant irregular aturvgy. Behind these parthon walls tho '
enemy had emplaced machine guns, cutting small openings through
which observetion could be obtained snd the guns fired. The
resulting fire would graze across the f1eld, graduslly rising
so that it would also graze across the top of the opposite
hodgama. These emplacements were usually located in the cor-
ners of each field so that often two or more sutomatic weapons
eovered the entire area of each small field with low grasing
fire, Within the battslion zone ran e sunken trail which of«
~fered the most isover when moving forwsrd. This trall was quite
narrow with the sloping sides forming the bage of tall hedge~
- rows on both sides., The mtire length of the trail had been
‘heavily ’nin_bd with mtiépéraomel mines on the sloping sides.
The narrov trail itself had been left free of mines, Presrrang-
ed fires had evidently 'be_eiz prepared to rali along the traill.
Neny oﬁmluu were suffered as the men instinctively stepped
off the trail for the slight protection of the hedgerows as
fire was biought dowm. This was the route over which all sup=
plies were carried for the next Low days operetion. (42)
Shortly after 0900 hours Company A, this time t'econpmiodv
by tanks, jumped off emveloping across the fromt of Compeny C.
Tank-infentry cooperation was not at its best. There was no,v
way of commnicating with the men in the ganke Time u‘tqi- time
o 'it was necessary to crawl upon #ho tank, bo_at on the buttomed.
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up bateh until 1t wae opened, point out urgéfo and change
the direction of the tank as it was guided throtsh the hedgee
ron.v The sttack proved to be successful , conpany A found
themselves moving down the resr side of a hedgerow o.nﬂ for th. '
first time they could see what the }onouyv looked like from the
rear. Thirty eight prisoners were soon on their vay te the
rear. (43) By this time Company B, Commsnded by Captain
Francis C. Nason, joined in the it;taok‘ on the right of Company
‘A and the attack contimued until just ahort of the town of
ENMELIE, both companies were forced to atop and recrganize.
This now placed Compeny A and coapmy B 1n”‘1;he sssault
“with Company C in reserve. Company C now had the mmch needed
time to reorganize its foreés ‘that hed survived the first four
hours éf‘coabat. (See Mep E) (a4) |

CONTINUATION OF THE ATTACK

Witk the ralativelj fresh Coupanics B snd A now ebreast
end well comsolidated, the battelion eoﬁzmdorvardered a con-
tinuation of the attack to commence at 1250 hours., The initial
shock and confusion which had been evident in the battle thms
far was begimning to vnér off and the leaders were beginning
to teke & detached view in estimating the situwation snd in em-
ploying their troops. The initial fésr im using redios had
‘now oeupleto].y worn off end all units were freely using radio
conmmicatien whieh was esséntiel to them in oontronng thai.r
units. -

The hedgerow fighting which had been new to them that
morning was now an old story, The mécug of such ﬁ@uns

T3 %1, . 37
(4¢) Parnenal knowledge




in reality depended upon the individual and the squad, The
~ limited length of observation in all direstions mede the in-
dividual feel that he end the few buddles in his immediate
vicinity vﬁro t;ght1ng.al1 by thomsolvoh; It was 1npossiblo
~ to see or know what was heppening to the squad in the sdjmcent
field. A full scele fight in which men died eould take plece
1100 yards distant without your kmowledge 0Xcopt an awareness
of a firofisht which did not muuly effect you. (45) |
Reorganzzatian was taking place throaghout the battalien.

Resupply of smmunition was na problem. The entire battlofield |
- from the line of depurture to tho‘preaant positions was littere
ed with e quipnent, amsunition, x rations snd the bodles of
countless men tho had given their lives during the nornins'a
conflict. Aid men were busi;y»choeking each body, eagerly
looking for a spark of 1life in the inert forms. MNuch could be
gald about tho'br.very diapliyed by thﬁ”unarnod aid men §3’thoy‘
- followed closoly'inté the tron£ lines rapidly evacuating thoae
whn,vore-wouhded. Battle ioary soldiors con1d be seen taking
sxmunition from their fallem comrades who had no further use .
for it. Leaders were regrouping their non*inte fignting:toanso
Privstes became Sergeanta. Some Sergéiatl became Privates.
The findl test was éoveloping leaders in a space of’ninnteso?
Some men had to be taken to the rear and placed in jobs in the
kitchen area. Wire lines were repaired.and'nrtillery and more
tar eonoontratiana checked. (46) o |

 The nschino gun platoons from Go-pany D were badly de~
pleted. The platoon couandqra s I;.ioutomu-nonnder Cameron
and Clarence C. Bartsch were both desd. Technical Sergeamts

T48)  Personal kmowledge
(46) Personal knowlodgo




Bernard A. Elliott and Raymond D, Wents had already teken over
and reorganized as casualties ocourred. It was now possible
to operate only two gums ﬁer_ platoon, each gun operated by
four men, The machine gun platoons had suffered approximstely
708 cesuslties. The mortar platoon had suffered few casualties
 but it was necessary to tremsfer some of the men to the machine
guns so only four of the aix mortars were displaced forward,
Company D Bxecutive Officer, lst Lieutenant John W, ‘lillim,
Jr., had died from machine gun wounds, The morter platoon come
mender and two section leaders had been wounded and evacuated,
Company D found itaalr with the company commander and one other
officer remaining of the eight entorzng combat, (47)

The rifle compsnies had suffered sbout 50% camaltioi
smong their officers and Captain Leslie G. Wilson, Commanding
Headqmter# Company, lat Battalion had been killed, '} |

Promptly on time the battalion launched & coordinated ate
tack to gaim the ecrest of HILL 122 which was now only 600 yards
distant., Twenty minutes 1at§r the villsge of mr.m had been
e ea_ptﬁured. (48) 'The leading elements of Company B mmd.’ ita
_way to the crest of HILL 122 bﬁt were foreced to vithdrai to
positions just south of EMELIE. During the remsinder of the
afteracon the 1st Battalion hung on ‘}to their prescarious péai-
tion. One counterattack was broken up by artillery, 4.2
chemical mortar, 81 mm mortar md 60 mm nortar fire dellvered
hy the supporting mmpom. Lnothor attack delivered by tha
enemy actually pcnetrutod the line ho].d by Compeny A but was
' finally repulsed by flerce close fighting. Elements of Cempany
B were again on top of HILL 122 at 2150 hours where they were

TAY) Personal knowledge .
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joined a short time later by Compsny A. A twilight counter-
attdck, hbveiar,’fdreed thgn to withdraw 200 yardn. A coordi-
nated twilight attack was leunched and by 2305 houra Companies |
A and B were again 1n posaoa;ion of HILL 122. this time to
atay. (49) The 1lst Bcttalien had sdvenced 2300 meters and
}wero on the fir-t objective asaignee thnm in World War IT.
Eighty seven prisoners had been taken by the 134th Intnnzry
@uring the day., (See Map E) (50) |
| Thp’ldﬁ.ggttalion consollidated its position for all aroupﬁ'v
defense. Battalion headquarters moved up immedlately behind
 the positions ocoupled by Companies A end B. Compsny C closed
in the rear of'thn battalion. Ammunition iga brough# up. Food
hed not been thoﬁght of during the entire day. A:chaek‘échQIQ
ed that most of the men still hed the full ration 1ssued té'
them prior to the-aztack. Some liatloaaly opened a wnit of
their ration end esutomatically bogan to eat the cold food.
Others dldn't eat., Canteons were still full, The shoek of
~entering combat was still bqs.ng felt by the 1st Battelion ==
no one wanted sleep —~ evéryome'kopt buﬁy’consniiéating posi~
tions, sighting vdapons,'ropienishing»anunnitien'nﬁd,srenadea
and trying not to think of their missing conradés. (1) |
The advence mads by the lst Battalion placed them in &
rather praeariaus position, The 24 Battellon had been able to
‘advance 700 y;rds to the vicinity of LES ROMAINS. !hQYSGiBat.
talion had been ﬁssemblod in the afternoon emd had moved up
to positions about 1000 yards in resr of the lst Battalion.
" They had been busy throughout the aftermoon and the evening mopw=
ping up scdtterod resiatahce bypessed by fho'lst’Ba#talion.\(52)
- T497 A»&, p. 403 Personal knaiibdge -
(50) A~10, p. 40 ‘

(51) Personal knowledge
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~ In support of the 35th Division attack, division artillery
fired 11,000 rounds whils the 924 Chemical Mortar Battalion
had fired 7,000 rounds. (53)

JULY 1944

At 0045 hours the regiment received a division order to
‘consolidate 1ts positions snd to préba’rb téf'a_ttauk on order.
(5¢) | |
A.n dawn- broko the lat Bo.ttal:lon diacovered that 1t -d1d
not conpletely eontrol Hill 122. The cmat of Hill 122 is oval
in shape approximatoly 700 yards long and 300 yards wide with
the long axis running generally east and west. The battalion
bad attacked from the north and now occupiled approximately one
third of the creat. There were portions of 12 smell flelds
each bounded by hedgerows on the crest of the hill and it was
estimated that the battali.on mist capture two more hedgerows
before they could begin to look down the other side. (85)
The positions now occupied by the battalion 'ai'o} well aituated. H
Poa‘itionsﬂ had been dug in during the night and it was believed
that the ground could be held., During the early morning there
was little firing carriéd on by dlthiarv side. It was during‘this
periocd that the bb&ies of seversl men were found vho hed been
- missing since "the initial attaek 1505154 ‘l‘hey were femid ap=
proximately 100 yards boyond tho Village of EMELIE which in-
dicated thut thoy had penotratod alnost to the battalion ob-
jective in their 1nit1al attack. (56)
o The a:l.wr srduous task or el oari.ns the bahtlotield was now
837 &-2, p. 107
(54) 5-10, p. 40

(55) Personal knowledge
(56) Personal knowledge
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in progr-esa.v Kitchén‘ poz_fsonnoi hed been .érganized in groups
to help remove the dead men and cattle from the area. The days
were quite warm and already the stench of over ripe flesh was
ever present. \ | | |

At 1100 the enemy launched it's one attempt of the day to
retake the ground lést. Artillery and morter fire had been in-
creasing in volﬁne sinos 1000 and every man was at his post
resdy to defend the »'gr’om which had been 30 costly the day
before. The at’eaék was snoco;sfully ropﬁlaed with only winor
casualties while severs damage was 1nflicted on the enemy
forces, (57) | | '
The 2d Battalion advenced very little during the day and
the 3d Battelion moved up to the right flank of the lst Bate
talion against, dc_atterdd resistence preparatory to making the
main effort on the 17th. Thirteen prisoners were captured dur=

ing the days operation. (58) (See Map F)
7 JULY 1944

The regiment had been ordered to continue the attack st
0430 with 3 battalions from their present positions. The day
dawned dull and eloudy with a heavy ground fog 1‘lrnhi.feh further
limited the slresdy limited visibility. The lat Battalion
Jumped off on tm, but were met with heavy mortar, 'artillorj
and machine gun fire and iore foreed to fall back to their pre-
pared poaiuons; It was elmost impossible to utlilize tanks
and availeble fire support without better obiervation. The
enemy continued to heavily shell the ‘oattal!.bn positions o.nd '
about 0630 an enemy ralding party penetrated to Company EB's

(58) A=10, pe. 40
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CP before they were annihilated. (59)

- The ground feog finally littsd'md 1000 found the bat-
talion moving forward with Compsnies 4 and B stlll leading.
Previous training was now paying off. MNachine gun fire waa
placed on the hedgercow shead keeping snemy fire down while de-
molition crews prepared and blew gaps in the hedgerows. As
tenks moved through the gaps, riflemen would storm the hedge-
row ahead ieeking out the dug in and well protected enemy. It
was often necessary to throw grenades in the enemy dugouts to
stop enemy machine guns., The enemy, protected by a log cover-
ed dugout end firing through a small slit in the hedgerow, con-
tinued to fire until his position was entered from the rear,
(60) Prisoners testified that they hed been ordered to hold
their positions "to the last man” and under eny circumstances.,
(61) | | |

The third day of combat could well be desoribed as &
repetition of the first days action with the individual soldler
ddminating the scene with his guts, determination and complete
disregard for personal safety carrying him over hodgoroi'artor
‘hedgerow., The entire action thus far, had been characterized
by a narrow zone with only one dlrection to go and that was
forward toward the objective, |

By 1at§ afternoon the 1st Battalion was established well
down on the forward Siopa of Hil1ll 122. The battaiian.had ad~
vanced about 400 yards finally breeching the crest of Hill 122,
(62) These positions proved to be the lset prepared positions
_encountered by the battalion morth of ST. LO. (63)
TB@T”*FBracnai"knowfiage ‘

{60) Personal knowledge
(61) a-2, p. 102

(62) A-6, Item 1933
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The enemy however, had not yet glven up. The lst Bate
talion was counterattacked at 1810 by a‘.strovng' force supported
by the usual devestating mortar, artillery, and machine gun
fire., m- attack was repulsed snd the battalion occupiod
these positions throughout the night. (64) N

In sumsary of this action, the lst Battallon, 134th Ine
fantry attacked on & narrow front through hazardous hedgerows
overgrown with trees and vegetation, captured and secured
eritioal ‘terrain overlooking the city of SP. LO, FRANCE. Thus
they broke the last enemy main line atéesistancé north of ST,
L0. Due to the type of terrain, width of the zone and dis-
positions of the enemy, who were well dﬁg in and protected from
guy types of fire except direct artillery hits, the attack was
doiivoroa frontally, Throughout the operstion the battalion
was approximatolx 1000 yards in sdvence of all other friendly
units thus leaving both flanks unprotected. The capture of
Hill 122 assisted greatly in the capture of 8T. IO, an important
comunications center located on the VIRE RIVER.

| During the operation the 134th Infantry captured 100
prisoners and killed meny more who were meking a last ditoch
astand in thelr prepared positions., (65) The Regiment sufe
fered 102 killed, 589 wounded and 101 missing in sction during
the three day period covered. (66) | |

The lst Battalion was awarded the Distingulshed Unit Cite~
tion for the aggressive capture of H1ll 122 against a determined
enemy by Gemeral Order 66, 10 August 1945, War Department, Wash-
ington 25, D. Ce (67) |
1627 k1, p. &5
(65) 4=10, p. 40

(66) 4«3, Chap, ITI
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM
1. RECONNAISSANCE |
~ Complete and thorough reconnaissance for any action, how-
ever minor, is highly important., In the action pi-eviauaiy’ -
described, e limited smount of recomnalssance was successfully
carried out, but in the writer's opinlion the recomnalsssnce
 was .1nconq)1.oto; This was probably due to 1noxper1§nce on the
part of the unit leaders, rather then the lack of knowledge.
In this type of terrain a complete reconnaissance is dangerous
and sometimes costly, but later actlons proved that a plm of
action based on & complete recomnaissance accomplished the mia-
aibn with & ninim loss of persomnel, Im:.t leaders mmst have
sufficient time and maximum informetion available while con-

duotihg reconnalssance to insure that meximum results may be
schieved. '

2. SMALL UNIT LEADERS

The operation just described proves the valus of small
unit lesdership. Although not explained in detail, it was at
times essential for the company eoncra and platoon leaders
%o personslly lead small groups in destroying enemy strong=-
points. In any operation it is essentiel that each squad leader, |
each section leader and each phtooﬁ leader must fulfill his
'Job‘ to further the misslon. Generally it should not be necea-
;_svary for the next higher comdefor leader to actively en-
gage in the asction of the subordinate unit, althéugh at timea
it 1s necessary for the higher commander te be present with
the unit on any level to further the accomplishment of that
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uaits mission., Individual squad action typified the.lesder-
ship in the small unit by actively taking the -mnut.ivg) by
defeating the enemy lmmediately in front of them without lmowl=-
edge of the mccomplishments of their adjacent elements. At
times this placed them in precarious positions well in advance
‘of the other portions o: their plé.tom. This was further v
exemplified by the individual soldier teking the responsibility
_and the initlative when his leader became a casuslty, In eny
well trained unit, individuals must be ready and willing to
t'.o,h evox? the leadership 'of a unit in the eventuality their

leader becomes a casualty.
Se SUPPORTING AUTOMATIC FIRE

Supporting automatisc weapons can and do play an important
role in any action. In meny cases it is wise to attach the’sﬁ
- weapons d.tr‘ectlyv to platoons during the attack so that full
bensfit of their volume of fire may be utilized. In the attack
on H1ll 122 1t was impossible to employ the machine guns of the
Heavy Weapons Company in airect or general support of the at-
tacnng_odnpmiu,. Realising this, plens were made and units
tralned utilizing the machine guns as an integral part of a
rifle platoon, This enabled the machine gmia, combined with
antmfie rifies, to lay a leavy concontrﬁtiah of fire on the
next hedgerow while the riflemen worked forward to assault the
enemy positions., The heavy taﬁer-coolad mahim gun was not
designed for this type of use in offensive act.tén. The men who
nomlly manned these guna preferred to use them with th§ addie
tion of & bipod to the water jacket than exchange them for the
light mechine gun. This employment of the mshino guns of Com=
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'piny D proved to be highly effective 1# the attsck. Defensive-
ly they were employed in the normsl manner and were fired ef-
fectively against enemy coanterattaokl.
4. AGGRESSIVE ACTION
Success or fallure can sometimes be mesasured by the force

~ and determinstion with which sn sttack is launched, The 1st .

Battalion, 134th Infantry, ‘gi‘;twking in & narrow zone, restricte
ed in its ability to meneuver its elements by the nature of the
- terrain necessarily had to attack frontally the enemy's well
protected defensive positions. It was highly essentiel that
once forward novchnﬁtvbggan 1t be continued until enemy posi-
tiéns were overrun. This rodnired aggressive action on the
part of ell individuals who rapeatedly attacked through final
~ protective fires delivered by enemy machine guns and}ritlpa‘viﬁh
complete disregard for personal safety., Thié necessitated cross-
' ing open spsces without benefit of cover or concealment. It
was necessary to oxerciué constent presaure on the enemy to
provent him from organizing succesaive §oa1t1ana. !ﬁo impetus
galned in the initial ettack was attributed to the sggressive
spirit end initiative displayed by the asssult elements which
oontributod 1argolj to the successful cspture of the objective
where ofhsrs_hnd failed, 'v |

5. MORTAR FIRE, OBSERVATION AND CONTROL

Duringvthp-eonduct of the attasck, mortar fire cen be a

- declslve factor-iﬁ the défoatina of thn enemy. In ordsr to so-
ecomplish this observation and eontrol are essential. During
the initisl phase of the action described, effective prearrang-
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ed fire was delivered on enemy positions. The only means of

' obéorir:lng_ and eonﬁéolling this fire was through tho use of

wire laid between the forward cbserver and the mortars. This
‘method proved to he hishly ineffective due to the troqu@ncy ,

of the damage to the wire inflicted by enemy fire. This indicat~ |
ed & need for an additional type of ccmnicatim between the
forward observer and the'gun position. In later operations the
use of forward observers equipped with the SCR 300 redio com~
municating directly with an SCR 300 radio at the mortar posis
tions proved to be highly 'orfoctivo; ' Fori;trd observers for

tho mortar platoon 'aéconpiniod each rifle compsny in the as-
sault, firing the mortars. iink‘a menner similar to that utilize

ed by artillery forward observera.

‘6. CLOSE ENVELOPMENT

In tho conduct of the attack each unit should strive to
_lée.atov‘a weakness in the snemy position. This can often be
accomplished by enveloping the enemy position and attacking
across the rear from a flank. Company A found s weak spot in
the enemy defenses which on@blod‘ thon, in spite of the close
terrain, to ponotrato and ettack the enemy positions from the
 snemy's rear. In this instance the close envelopment was ace
complished by s short penetration. In conducting an envelop=
ment 1t is advantageous to secure oritical terrain in rear of
the position being mvilopod. ‘However in this instance a close
' meneuver enabled GMW A to envelop the enemy position snd
inflict serious demege in his main line of resistance with -
minisum losses, | |



7. BATTLEPIELD CLEARANCE

In reviewing this action it was evident thit s unit
participating in 1ts first combat action may not be fully swere
of the importance that should be attached to rmvim the dead
men and animals md discarded egquipment prouptly from ,tho‘ bat=-
tzorio1a. This mey be largely contributed to the 1nit1i1 ahook
experienced ‘when engaging in combat for the first time. Al?f
though the a.etlon desers.bod covered a period or three da:ya, no
concerted effort was mede to clear the battlefield until the
second day. This was due in part to the intense ensmy artil-
lery and mortar fire ensountered throughout the Battalion zone.
It is believed that the presence of the dead lowers the morale
of the men., In my eatimation it cennot be too strongly em=
phasized that ‘the wounded and the desd be evacuated without '
delsy. Discerded ammunition, cquipmnt and rations should be
proaptly gathiered, salvaged end reissued in order to prevent
loas. . |
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