
US AT THOMAS H. BARRY

This famed ship was o r ig in a lly  the "SS O rien te ." Her s is te r  

ship was the i l l - f a t e d  "SS Morro C as tle ," which was destroyed by 

f i r e  o f f  New Jersey, in  193^, with a heavy loss o f  l i f e .  They 

were operated by the New York and Cuba Mail Steamship Company,

The Oriente was purchased by the U.S. War Department in  June 1941, 

and in  October was renamed in honor o f  an army major genera l. In  

the w inter o f  1941/42 she was converted to  an Army transport in  

New York.

The greater part o f her war serv ice was in the A t la n t ic . She 

made more than 25 trans-A tlan tic  round t r ip  voyages. Follow ing 

World War I I ,  she was placed in  serv ice  as a "war bride tran sport." 

In the la te  1940's she was la id  up. And in  1957 -  an o ld  lady o f  

27 -  she was so ld  to  a firm  o f  shipbreakers fo r  scrap.

B u ilt at Newport News, V irg in ia , th is  ship was 508 fe e t  in  

length , 71 fe e t  in  beam and had a gross tonnage o f  11,250. She 

had a drive that connected steam turbines to  huge e le c t r ic  motors. 

Her twin screws drove her at 18 knots (20.7 m .p .h .).  Her wartime 

troop  compacity numbered 3.^00 o ff ic e r s  and men.


