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SUBJECT: Action Against Sheioy, Report After,

TO: The Adjutant General, War Department,
Washington, D. C.

1. In compliance with Change 4, Paragraph 10, AR 345-105, the following
report of action against the enemy hy the 35th Infantry Division during the period
of 1 February 1945 to 28 February 1945, inclusive, is submitted:

On 0. January 1945, the 35th Infantry Division began a 350 mile trip
from vicinity of TIEFI'MBACH, FRANCE, in the Seventh Army zone, IT to the area
SE of MAASTRICHT, HDIIAITD, ,to become a part of the Ninth Army. The dawn of 1
February found those elements of the Division which traveled by organic trans-
portation already in the area. AIll other elements traveled by rail and were
arriving at or enroute to the area.

1 February 1945

CT 134, which during the Division's attachment to the Seventh Axray was
attached to the 6th Armored Division in the Third Array sector, was relieved from
this attachment and reverted to Division control. The CT arrived in its assembly
area SE of MAASTRICHT at 1745. TheCT was dissolved upon arrival.

Elements of the 137th and 320th Regiments traveling by rail arrived in

the area during the day. Us

2 February 1945 t

Remaining personnel of the 137th and 320th Regiments traveling by rail
arrived in the area at different intervals during the day. Track vehicles of
the 12,7th Field Artillery Battalion and the 654th Tank Destroyer Battalion were
still enroute by rail.

The 134th Infantry engaged, in rehabilitation during the period.

3 February 1945

With the arrival of the trad?: vehicles of the 127th Field Artillery
Battalion and the 654th Tank Destroyer Battalion, the Division reported being
completely closed into its assembly area SE of MAASTRICHT.

The Infantry Regiments engaged in rehabilitation. The 17th Cavalry
Reconnaissance Squadron was attached to the 137th Infantry end the 35th Reconnaissance
Troop to the 33Cth Infantry. In addition, the 734th Tan”JSfcttalion was attached
to the Division. '
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4 February 1945

The Division moved to the battlefront in the Ninth Army zone in Germany
to relieve the 52d British Infantry Division along a line just short of the DOSE
River. First unit to move was the 320th Infantry which completed relief of the
157th Infantry Brigade, 52d British Division, at 2115. Its zone extended from
HEIKSBERG- to RAWDEPATH with the 3d Battalion on the left, 1st Battalion in the
center, and the 2d Battalion on the right,

5 February 1945

The 137th Infantry moved forward from its area and relieved the 155th
British Infantry Brigade on the left of the 320th Infantry. The Regiment took
command of the sector, extending from HSIITSBERG to a point a kilometer Wof
VOORST, at 1600. From left to right it had the 17th Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadron, the 3d Battalion, the 2d Battalion, and the 1st Battalion.

The 320th Infantry held end improved its defensive positions while the
134th Infantry prepared to move forward as Division reserve.

6 February 1945

While the 330th and 137th Regiments held in their positions, the 134th
Infantry relieved the 155th British Infantry Brigade in the vicinity of BOCEET,
assuming responsibility for the ares, at 1330. The 155th Brigade had been the
52d Division's reserve.

7 February 1945

Moving into the Division's right sector, the 134th InfEntry had its 1st
Battalion relieve the 1st Battalion, 406th Infantry (102d Infantry Division),
the 35th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop, and elements of the 2d Battalion, 320th
Infantry, in position, assuming responsibility of the zone at 2130. The 3d Bat-
talion, following the 1st Battalion, assembled at 1AHDERATH, The zone extended
from PQESELM to a point 500 yards HE of HIMMERICH. Reason for this move was
to comply with plans for an attack which was to take place later.

The 330th end 137th Regiments held their positions.
8 February 1945

While the 1st Battalion consolidated its positions in the line, the re-
mainder of the 134th Infantry moved to the Regiment's new sector.

Another small shift took place between the 320th and 137th Regiments.
The boundary between the Regiments shifted slightly to the left when elements
of the 1st Battalion, 320th Infantry, relieved the right platoon of the 137th
Infantry.

Any plans the Division had at this time for a crossing of the BOER

River were cancelled when the enemy blew one of the sluice gates in the
SCHAVAMIVEIAUEL. dam, allowing the water to run into the ROER. On the average,
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the water rose five feet.

9-11 February 1945

The Division held its defensive positions throughout the three days,
and conducted assault boat and assault against fortified positions training.

12 February 1945

The Division front remained inactive except for a brief encounter with
a six-man enemy patrol in the 13?th Infantry zone. Two of the enemy were killed,
two wounded, and on officer and enlisted man were taken prisoner.

13-21 February 1945

For nine days the Division continued its defense, concentrating at the
same time on assault boat, Infantry-tank, and assault of fortified positions
training. On 15 February, the 15th Cavalry Group was attached, to the Division
and assembled at ESW'ISUIT. On the left, the British 7th Armored Division was
relieved in its zone by the American 8th Armored Division.

30 February 1945

In the left of the Division zone, the 137th Infantry was relieved in
position by the 314th Inffintry (79th Infantry Division), the relief being com
pleted at 2207. The 137th and 320th Regiments continued defense of their posi-
tions and continued training.

23 Februaiy 1945

The Ninth Army launched its attack across the ROSE Elver. The part
the 35th Division played in the initial phases of the attack was this:

The plan called for the 320th Infantry, in the left of the Division
zone, to move to positions overlooking the river. The 134tli Infantry was to re-
main in position and patrol aggressively as far forward as the river. The 84th
Infantry Division, on the right, was to make the main effort end cross the river.

On the left, the 314th Infantry (79th Infantry Division) was also to make a limited

attack to positions overlooking the ROER

The attack began at 0330. The 320th Infantry moved forward with three
Battalions abreast, the 3d on the left, the 1st in the center, and the 2d on the
right. Against light resistance, the Regiment captured most of its objectives
within a short time. The 3d Battalion reached UNTMBP.UCH by 0345 and established
contact with the 314th Infantry on the left. Advancing against harassing machine
gun fire from across the ROSE River, the 1st Battalion seized its objective,
OBSRBUCH, by 0444), and one platoon took BLECKDEER by 0550. Company A found resis-
tance stiffer and only after difficult house to house fighting was it able to
capture KRAUZES. The town was declared free of enemy by 1400. The 2d Battalion,
meanwhile, found the approaches to SCHAHZ heavily mined and booby-trapped, end
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fought all day before seizing the town at 1810. Daring the night all Battalions
occupied and outposted their positions.

The 134th. Infantry remained in position hut dispatched patrols to the
farm at KAPKOF sna to HILFARTH. The patrol to EAPEDF advanced quickly and seised
it with little difficulty. The patrol to HILPAKDH encountered more trouble.
Advancing to within 75 yards of the outskirts, it met small arms and heavy artillery
fire. Suffering four casualties, the patrol was forced to withdraw under cover
of friendly artillery fire. The patrol to the farm held its positions and later
in the day was reinforced.

During this time, the 84th Infantry Division, on the right, had crossed
the ROSE River in strength. By nightfall, it had two regiments across end was
making good progress. The 314th Infantry gained its objective, positions in its
zone overlooking the HOIS.

Division artillery had its first big day for a considerable period.
After firing a 45 minute preparation beginning at 0245, it fired smoke missions
on a feint bridgehead area and likely enemy OP's, kept a strategic concrete
bridge under continuous harassing and interdiction fire, and neutralized nine
enemy batteries.

34 February 1945

The 320th Infantry consolidated its positions overlooking the river and
sent a patrol to occupy KIVU. I[To enemy was found in the town.

The 134th Infantry sent another patrol to HILFARTH; had its supporting
platoon of tanks from the 784th Tank Battalion fire direct fire missions into
HILFARTH.

The 137th Infantry remained in Division reserve vicinity of SCHDIDVILD
and engaged in rehabilitation.

On the right, the 84th Infantry Division continued to make good progress
on the B side of the ROSE

25 February 1345

The ROER River having receded to normal, the Division Commanding General
issued the order for the crossing of the river. The plan called for the 137th
Infantry to cross the river over a bridge constructed by the 84th Infantry Divi-
sion in its zone. The Regiment was to move by motor to KORRMZIG, dismount end
march to DOVEEffi aid to a line of departure Uff of the town. From there it was
to launch an attack at 0600 to the HE. The 134th Infantry was ordered to attack
and seize HILFARTH at 2000 on 25 February and cross the BEOIR at that point at
0600 the morning of 26 February.

The 134th Infantry had its 1st Battalion attack HILFARTH with the ob-
jective of taking the town and capturing the bridge across the river at the town,
which was believed to be still in good condition. Without artillery preparation,
the attack progressed but by midnight the town had not been taken.
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The 137th Infantry, meanwhile, moved across the ROSS on the 34th Infantry

Division bridge at LIEHICH to XOERMZ1G from where it marched to the vicinity
of DOVERM and made preparations to attack HE.

26 February 1945

Continuing its attack on HILFARTH, the 1st Battalion, 134th Infantry,
fought in the darkness encountering many mines and booby-traps which slowed its
progress considerably. Machine gun and rifle fire was also met. However, by
daylight the town was declared clear. While the 1st Battalion was engaged in
HILFARTH, the 3d Battalion with attached engineers constructed a foot bridge to
the left ox HILFARTH, crossing on it with little opposition. She 3d Battalion
then teemed up with the 1st Battalion in capturing the permanent bridge at HILFALRI'E
intact. During the morning it was believed the bridge was good only for foot
troops but later it was learned that tanks could cross on it. Both battalions
advanced about three-fourths of a mile beyond the river. The 1lst Battalion re-
mained in Regimental, reserve in HILFARTH.

Closing into assembly area at 0300, the 137th Infantry prepared to attack
EE at 0600. At that time the Regiment jumped off. Best progress was made by
the 3d Battalion, on the right. By evening it had advanced and captured BRUCE
The 2d Battalion met more resistance and progress only to the outskirts of
HUCKELHOVER. The 1st Battalion remained in reserve.

The 330th Infantry remained in Division reserve in its positions over-
looking the river.

Division artillery can be largely credited with the capture of the
permanent HILFARTH bridge intact. Following carefully laid plans, the artillery
kept the bridge under continuous artillery fire denying the enemy vehicular use
of it, and probably cutting wires attached to demolition charges.

27 February 1945

While the 1st Battalion, 154th Infantry, continued reorganisation at
HILFARTH the other two Battalions, 134th Infantry, continued their drive forward.

The 2d Battalion, moving fast, captured eight towns. They were: MILLICH, RATHSIM,
KRICKHLBERC-, VOGELSATD, GARSBECK, 'LUCHTMBEEG, OR3BECK, and RLETSCH. The 3d

Battalion attacked EW from HUCKELHOVM and seized the towns of SIBDLUKG, SCHAU-FV-
BERG, BUSCH, G®DES, and WASSMBERG. Resistance was moderate.

The 137th Infantry made good progress also. The 1st Battalion initially
in Regimental reserve, attacked on the left of the 2d Battalion against moderate
resistance and seized ALIKYEL and MYHL. The 2d Battalion drove ahead and cleared
the woods in its route of advance. Attacking from KL GLAB3ACE, the 3d Battalion
seized GERBERATH and GERDERHAHH.

Leaving the 1st Battalion in position, the 2d and 3d Battalions, 320th
Infantry, assembled in DRUIME'l and SCHAFHAUSEIL.

The 15th Cavalry Group was released from attachment to the Division at
1000.
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The drive IT gained impetus as the Division moved forward three and
one-hslf miles during the day. In the 134th Infantry zone, the 1lst Battalion
remained in Regimental reserve while the 2d Battalion pushed on to seize the
towns of CEBEAWYLACK, SULMBUSCK, KEAFFELD, OPHOV3IT, SB3INKIRCBUT, end EFFELD,
and sent patrols to the BE after the last town was taken. The 3d Battalion,
supported By Company A, 784th Tank Battalion, likewise gained much ground. It
seized the towns of BIRC-EIM, SISUM TOSINTHAL, OFHOVBS, and EFFELDER WOODG.

The 137th Infantry's 1st Battalion attacked at 0600, cut the road in
the woods about two miles Wof WILDENRATE, turned NS end assembled at ROGIGEN
The 3d Battalion continued its attack from GEHDSRATH through WILDEHRATH to STATION
VLODROP and assembled in that tom. The 2d Battalion, meanwhile, moved to WILDM-
BATH and assembled there.

During this time a TASK FORCE under the command of COLONEL BERNARD
A. BYRNE, commanding officer of the 320th Infantry, was formed and given the mis-
sion of attacking and seising VMLO, HOLLAND, a town along the German border about
20 miles due N. The TASK FORCE was motorized and consisted of the following

units: 320th Infantry (Mtzd), 216th field Artillery Battalion, 275th Field Artillery

Battalion, 7Q4th Sank Battalion (less Company A), Company C, 654th Tank Destroyer
Battalion, Company 0, 60th Engineer (C) Battalion, and Company C, 110th Medical
Battalion. Daring the day, the TASK FORCE grouped and formed in the vicinity

of the 137th Infantry location and made preparations for attack the next rooming.
The 137th and 134th Regiments, in that order, were to follow the TASK FORCE closely.

2. Battle casualties sustained by the 35th Infantry Division during the

period 1-28 February 1945, are as follows:

Officers m
KIA - —=5 - 93
DON —— 1 -==—mmee- 9 Total number of casualties
SMA - -2 - 41 sustained by attached »
LWA - 5 ___ - -132 units: 18
SIA ——-0 - - 8
LIA - 1 — 74

13 357

3. Total number of reinforcements received by the 35th Infantry Division
during the period 1-28 February 1945, is: 1420.

4. Total number of prisoners of war captured by the 55th Infantry Division
during the period 1-28 February 1945, is: 534.

The following awards and decorations were awarded members of the 35th
Infantry Division during the period 1-28 February 1945:
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Incl
Incl
Incl
Incl
Incl
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Officers m
nsr. T 1
legion of Merit - -1 —
wil eIl — 15 ..
Bronze Star --——- -——- 49 e __ 159
Soldier's Medal - - - 0 - ——— 2
Air Medal ------—--- 8 o)

Par the Commanding General:

G-l Journal w/supporting papers.
G-2 Journal w/supporting papers.
G-3 Journal w/supporting papers.
G-3 Periodic Heport.

G-4 Journal.

Lt. Colonel, A G.D.
Adjutant General
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