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Washington 25,. D.C.
C'T hru • Channe I s )

! •  In  compliance with the provisions: o f Ear 10 C3, AR 
345-105, submitted below Is  report a fte r  action  against the enemy 
fo r  the 134th In fantry covering the period 1-28 February 19455

1 February 1945

&

At OOOO, the advance elements o f Coinbat Team 134 crossed the IF  
a t BOXHQRN, LUXEMBOURG,., enroute to  re jo in  the 35th D iv is ion  in  the 
v ic in it y  o f  GRAVENVOEREN, BELGIUM. The assignment o f that organi­
za tion  to  XVI Corps o f  the Ninth Army waB involved  in  the change. 
Upon a r r iv a l at the new area,, the Combat Team: ceases and attach­
ments reverted  to  parent un it con tro l. The motor march was made 
under cloudy sides and cool weather through 5AST0GNE, MARCHE and 
LIEGE t, t

2 February 1945

The troops were engaged in re s t, reh a b ilita t io n  and o r ien t­
ation,. w ith f u l l  use being made o f a l l  recrea tion a l fa c i l i t ie s - .

3 February 1945

The recrea tion a l and orien ta tion  program was continued.

4 February 1945

Orders were rece ived  and reconnaissance was made to  r e l ie v e  
the 155th B ritish  Brigade near BGCKET, GERMAIN. The tra in in g  film  
on non -fra tern iza tion  in  Germany was shown and discussed by command­
ers? w ith a l l  troops. ( j

5 February 1945

tF in a l  reconnaissance and p repa ra t ion s  were made to  r e l i e v e  the 
B r i t is h  u n it  and the  movement o rder  was issued t o  u n it  commanders at 
1600. Road con d it ion s  req u ired  a d e ta i l e d  rou te  reconnaissance,, as 
th e  combination o f  wet weather and heavy v e h i c l e s ,  a long w ith  some 
c r a t e r in g ,  had c rea ted  one o f  the poo res t  road -n e ts  th a t  th e  u n it  
had encountered t o  d a te .  A  USO Camp Show, two Red Cross C lubm obiles, 
and s e v e ra l  motion p ic tu re  shows were made a va i la b le - - to .  §.11 units-.
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6 February 1945

The movement from GRAVEIWOEREN, BELGIUM, to  the v ic in it y  o f 
BUCKET, GERMANY, began at 0700. Upon a r r iv a l in  the new area the 
regiment constituted d iv is io n  reserve and were b il le te d  as fo llo w s ;
1st Battalion , WALDFEUCHT, GERMANS; 2d Batta lion , and Headquarters 
Company, SOCKET, GERMANY; 3d Batta lion , BREBEREN, GERMANYJ A n ti- 
Tank and Gannon Companies, KOMINGSBOSCH, HOLLAND; Service Company, 
SAEFFELEN, GERMANY-. A l l  movement in the area was g rea tly  hampered 
by the extremely poor condi tion  o f the roads and the deep mud due 
to the recent thaw. Late in  the evening the order was received  to 
prepare to move to the south and re lie v e  the 1st B atta lion , 406th 
In fantry and elements o f the 35th D ivision  Reconnaissance Troop with 
one ba tta lion . A tra in in g  cadre o f two o f f ic e r s  and eleven  en lis ted  
men was sent to  the reinforcement depot a t TONGRES, HOLLAND, to in­
doctrinate and tra in  reinforcements fo r  a period o f  two weeks.

7 February 1945

An 0800 meeting was held at the D ivision  Command fo o t  and was 
attended by regimental and b a tta lion  command groups, plus the Regi­
mental Executive O ffic e r . The la t t e r  returned to the Regimental 
Command Post a fte r  the order was issued and prepared the regiment fo r  
movement. The command p a rties  in s titu ted  reconnaissance to  r e lie v e  
elements o f the 102d Infantry D ivioion and the 35th D ivision  Recon­
naissance Troop in  the v ic in ity  o f RANDERATH, GERMANY. Later in 
the afternoon the 3d Battalion  moved by motor to  assembly a t RANDER­
ATH, and the 1st Batta lion  then passed through to take up positions 
at HORST and HIKMERIGH, r e lie v in g  the units mentioned above. The 
84th In fantry D ivision, operating under secrecy orders and known 
as "Control P e ter", were on the r ig h t . This regiment was on the 
r igh t flank  o f the XVI Corps, and the boundary between the XVI and 
X II I  Corps coincided with the regimental boundary between the 333d 
and 134th Infantry Regiments. Out? movement in to  the area waB made 
under s t r ic t  secrecy orders and Included the removal o f  unit d es ig ­
nations from veh ic les , d iv is io n a l ins ign ia  from uniforms and news 
release blackout. Signal deception was attempted by maintenance o f 
the radio nets o f the 406th In fantry, including the continued trans­
mission by th e ir  operators. A r t i l le r y  measures included the continued 
f ir in g  by the B ritish  692d F ie ld  A r t i l le r y  Batta lion  (25-pounders), 
and the s t r ic t  adherence to only the raiBBions f ir e d  in the immediate 
past. For th is move the Executive O ffic e r  and the en tire  S-3 section  
constituted an advance command group and s ta f f ,  d irectin g  the r e l i e f  
and assuming in the commander's name the resp on s ib ility  fo r  the sec­
to r  at 2130 hours. ( This arrangement was d ictated by the necessity , . 
fo r  the Regimental Commandor' s p7',csonce elsewhere fo r  a portion  o f ) u f r f  A  
the time. The use o f the en tire  S-3 section is  questioned, In that ! K j.P ' 
th is  threw an add itional load on the other s ta f f  sections that, had \< ru ii 
any unlooksd-for s itu ation  arisen , might have been excessive. How- ! \ r)
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over, with a w e ll coordinated s ta f f ,  o c c a s io n a lly  p ractices  such 
as th is  may be indulged in . )

8 February 1945

The 2d Battalion  closed in a t NIRI-1, w ith the CANNON and 
AWTI-TAHK Companies in the same v ic in it y .  Tho regimental tra ins 
were in  GEILENKIRCHEN. The 1st Batta lion  a c t iv e ly  p a tro lled  in 
the v ic in i t y  o f the VAJRM RIVER, with specia l a tten tion  to the 
enemy strong point a t HILFARTH, on the west bank o f the ROER 
RIVER. At a command me to tin g  a t tho d iv is io n  command post the 
order and plan was issued fo r  Operation 'GRENADE’ , the plan o f 
12th Army Group fo r  the crossing o f the ROER RIVER. Regimental 
p a r tic ip a tio n  in  th is  plan included the slezure o f the west bank 
o f  the r iv e r  and the c learing o f a l l  enemy in our zone. The 
regim ental order was issued and reconnaissance was In it ia te d  
by a l l  concerned. D-day was to  bo 10 February 1945, with H-hour 
to  be announced.

\ r

9 February 1945

Reconnaissance was continued fo r  Operation 'GRENADE1, with 
extensive use being mad© o f a r t i l le r y  l ia is o n  planea. Reconnai­
ssance o f  th is  type ha3 many times proved o f  extreme value and 
is  highly thought o f by a l l  commanders o f  th iB  un it. The 202d 
Engineer (Combat) Batta lion  was assigned in  d ire c t support o f  the 
regiment fo r  the operation, with the mission o f a l l  engineer work 
west o f  the r iv e r *  the assault crossing, and bridging o f the ROER. 
The combat team engineers were to  he reserved fo r  any work east 
o f the r iv e r  a f t e r  crossing. During the day the WORM RIVER and 
tr ibu tary  creeks, between our positions and the ROER RIVER, rose 
to  such an extent that the operation was threatened. The r is e  
was due to  the release o f water at the dams on the upper ROER and 
was s u ff ic ie n t  that by la te  in the day word was received that D-day 
was postponed fo r  twenty-four hours. The regiment rece ived  a 
le t t e r  o f commendation from the Commanding General, 6th Armored 
D iv is ion , fo r  service with that organization during the period 
13-31 January 1945.

10 February 1945

While reconnaissance continued, so d id  the r is e  o f tho waters, 
with the resu lt that Operation ‘GRENADE1 was postponed fo r  another 
twenty-four hours. __— - .

11 February 1945

With the flo o d  only two-hundred yards from the forward pos i­
tion s , the Army Commander personally announced t.o the assembled 
commanders at the d iv is ion  command post the in d e fin ite  postpone­
ment o f  the operation . During the day the regimental command po3t
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and v i c i n i t y  r e c e iv e d  s e v e ra l  rounds o f  a new typ e  enemy s h e l l .  E s t i ­
mated by the a r t i l l e r y  o f f i c e r s  as comparable to  the 230mm in  s i z e ,  
th is  s h e l l  had a dual a c t io n ,  in  that fragm entation  was ob ta in ed  by 
e i th e r  a i r -b u r s t  o r  s u p e r -s e n s it iv e  p o in t  d e ton a t ion , w ith  a second­
ary e x p lo s ion  s im i la r  to  d e la y -a c t io n  fu z e .  A l e t t e r  o f  commend­
a t io n ,  o r ig in a te d  b2/ the Commanding General, Th ird  United S ta tes  
Army and bearing  the indorsement o f  the Commanding Genera l, 35th 
In fan try  D iv is io n ,  r e c e iv e d  10 February 1945 was passed on t o  the 
o f f i c e r s  and men o f  the regim ent by the Regimental Commander.

12 February 1945

The 1st B a t ta l io n  continued to  hold d e fe n s iv e  p o s i t io n s  and 
a l l  u n its  engaged in  a t r a in in g  program in  the a v a i la b le  a r e a .  The 
d i v i s i o n  program o u t l in e d  t r a in in g  t o  inc lude a ssa u lt  o f  f o r t i f i e d  
areas, a ssa u lt  r i v e r  c ro ss in gs , and ta n k - in fa n try  a c t io n s .

13 February 1945

The 1st B a t ta l io n  continued to  hold  d e fen s iv e  p o s i t io n s ,  with 
one company in  KIMMERICH and one company in  HORST. A l l  u n its  con­
tinued to  conduct t r a in in g .

S E C R E T  i

14 February 1945

Continued to hold defensive pos ition  and to  conduct small unit 
tra in in g . The Regimental Commander received and passed on to the 
o f f ic e r s  and men o f the organization the commendation o f  the Army 
Commander fo r  partic ipa tion  in the r e l i e f  o f BASTOGRE.

15 February 1945

There was no change in the ta c t ic a l s ituation .

16 February 1945

No change in the ta c t ic a l s ituation ; a l l  units continued tra in in g .

17 February 1945

The most severe a r t i l le r y  barrage received  since the dayB of 
St. Lo f e l l  on the towns o f RANDERATH, NTJRM and GEILENKIRCHEN, an 
estimated three hundred rounds fa l l in g  on RANDERATH in  less  than 
th ir ty  minutes. Training continued, including p ractica l work on 
the MAAS RIVER in assault r iv e r  crossings. The in fantry and engineer 
units that are to work together on the actual crossing were trained 
together. In  an e igh t to ten  mile per hour flood-sw ollen  current 
the in fantry was made w e ll aware o f the amount o f work involved  in 
handling an assault boat.

13 February 1945

Under cover o f darkness the 3d Battalion  re lie v ed  the 1st
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Rat ba llon  on the forward p o s it io n s ,  the r e l i e f  being completed by 
2120. Other u n its  continued tra in ing;. The ANTI-TAKE Company i n i ­
t ia t e d  an intense tra in in g  program f o r  rocket-launcher (bazooka) 
teams. The gun squads were formed in to  teams o f  seven men each; 
two launchora, two loaders , two ammunition bearers , and a section  
lead e r . The remaining three men in  the gun squad were l e f t  with 
the prime-mover and the 57mm gtffe and included the d r iv e r ,  the gun­
ner and one man. The purpose o-'1 these teams was to  g iv e  some a n t i ­
tank p ro tec t ion  to  the a ttack ing  echelons when the guns could not 
be brought in to  p o s i t io n  and to  g iv e  more f ir e -p o w e r  to  c i t y  f i g h t ­
ing . In  the a ttack  o f  HILFARTK, th e ir  f i r s t  t e s t ,  the teams p e r ­
formed in  a commendable manner and the B a tta l ion  Commander was 
w e l l - s a t i s f i e d  w ith the organ iza tion . They had been g iven  ex tensive  
f i r i n g  p ra c t ic e ,  over  twelve hundred rounds being f i r e d  by the 
company in  three  days t ra in in g .  Resu lts were marked; n*t~-day F/'} ‘
f  ®w-a©e e - o f  -a -wa-1- 1-at -f-i-f■ty -y  w-'a&y-but by t  h e end
o f  the th ird  day almost a l l  o f  the men were putting round after- 
round through a’ window a t  ranges up to  two-hundred yards. I t  was 
a lso  found th a t  the weapon was very e f f e c t i v e  a ga ins t personnel at 
a range o f  approximately f i v e  hundred yards, dropping white phos­
phorus in to  small areas, (the p a r t ic u la r  ta rg e t  was' a straw stack, 
which was reduced to  ashes by the end o f  the p r a c t ic e ) .  As f o r  
the employment o f the u n it ,  the usual attachment o f  a p la toon  to  an 
attack ing b a t ta l io n  was conformed to .  The p la toon  leader was s t i l l  
the an ti- tan k  adv isor to  the commander and scouted f o r  p o ss ib le  gun 
p o s it io n s .  When p o ss ib le  the guns were brought forward to  c o n s o l i ­
date the p o s it io n .  This e n t ir e  experiment was determined upon a f t e r  
the present towed 57mm had proven i t s e l f  f a r  from the answer t o  the 
In fan try  reg im ent’ s need in  an ti- tank  p ro te c t io n .  I t  Is  f e l t  that 
a s t i l l ' b e t t e r  answer would be a s e l f -p ro p e l le d  gun o f  high v e lo c i t y  
and low s i lh o u e tte ,  tracked to  prov ide access to  any p o s it io n  r e ­
's a rd less  o f  te r ra  1 n cone! i t  ion -

19 February 1945

No change in  the t a c t i c a l  s i tu a t io n ;  a l l  u n its  continued t r a in ­
ing.

S E C R E T

20 February 1945

No change in  the t a c t i c a l  d is p o s i t io n s , though the plan and 
order f o r  the resumption o f  Operation 'GRENADE1 were- r e c e iv ed , and- 
p repara tion  and reconnaissance in t e n s i f ie d .

21 February 1945

The-1st B atta lion  r e l ie v e d  the 3d B a tta l ion  and was once again 
in  p o s it io n  to  in i t i a t e  the a ttack  to the ROER RIVER. Strong combat 
p a tro ls  were pushed to  the r i v e r  in  the north o f  the reg im enta l sec­
t o r  and t o  the town o f  HILFART1J. The north p a t ro l ,  from "3" Company, 
secured the farm a t  K923729 and were re in fo rced  with a sec t ion  o f 
heavy machine guns and s u f f i c i e n t  in fan try  to con st itu te  a f u l l  p l a t ­
oon. The south p a t ro l ,  ■e,rdTr. "A" Company, drew heavy small arms and
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a r t i l le r y  f i r e  and were forced  to  withdraw under cover o f counter- 
art i l lo r y  f i r e .  The 1153d Engineer Group started construction o f 
a trcadway bridge over a flooded  creek just In fron t o f the p o s i­
tions and completed approximately 3<$ during the n ight.

22 February 1945

Under a change In orders, which gave the regiment a "delayed- 
buck" attack, the units continued to  hold the present defensive 
pos ition  and to  p a tro l a c t iv e ly  in  the d irec tion  o f the r iv e r  and 
the town. The treadway bridge to  the immediate fron t was completed 
during darkness.

23 February 1945

A ll  un its continued plans and preparations fo r  the attack  o f 
II ILF ART H and the crossing o f the ROER RIVER,

24 February 1945

Ho operational changes. The Regimental Commander vras ordered 
to  the 104th Infantry D iv ision  as Assistant D iv ision  Commander, but 
before reaching h is new assignment was re ca lled  to the 35th D iv is ion  
in the same capacity. The Regimental Executive O ffic e r  assumed 
command of the 134th Infantry Regiment.

25 February 1945

The 1st Batta lion  attacked IIILFARTH at 2000 hours with "3"
Company launching an attack from the farm In  the v ic in ity  o f-  .
K923729 and "A" Company attacking from the south o f the town. "A" 
Company secured the f i r s t  row o f houses in the v ic in ity  o f  RJ K9 35 7I 9 
In the face  o f  heavy enerry automatic weapons and small arms f i r e .
"3 " Company encountered an enemy mine f i e ld  in the v ic in ity  o f 
K928728, su ffering  heavy casu a lties  from the mineB and from the 
mortar and machine gun f i r e  drawn on the troops when the a n ti­
personnel mines were detonated. "C" Company was committed on the 
l e f t  o f "A" and both continued the attack against the town, while 
"3 " reorganized and seized the buildinge In the v ic in ity  o f K932724.
'.Cl Company pushed rap id ly through the town and seized  the stone- 
arch bridge over the ROER. Demolitions were stripped from the 
bridge and thus a crossing o f  the r iv e r  was taken p ra c t ica lly  In­
ta c t .  The only damage was that caused by our own in terd ic to ry  
a r t i l le r y  and was rap id ly  repaired  by engineers. When seized  the 
bridge wa3 passable to fo o t troops and by 1700 the tanks and tank- 
destroyers attached to  the 3d Batta lion  were east o f the ROER, with 
those o f the 2d Batta lion  crossing by 2000 hours. Meanwhile Companies 
A and D cleared HILFARTH o f remaining enemy- pos ition s . The 3d 

B atta lion ,-w ith  approximately one platoon o f "L" Company crossing 
the ROER RIVER in assault boats at K934724, covered the construction 
o f t a fo o t  bridge at that lo ca tion . The remainder o f "L" and a l l  o f 
K Companies crossed on the fo o t  bridge and moved northeast to se­

cure the^buildings and bridgehead v ic in ity  o f K939728 . Hoavy•automatic 
weapons f i r e  was received  from the area known to 'b o  In the immediate
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v ic in ity  o f  HUCHELH0V5N, but somewhat neutralized with a r t i l le r y  
f i r e .  A fte r  e short delay, "K" and ML" continued the advance to 
secure the points mentioned above. Companies "E" and "P” followed 
the leading companies across the bridge and swung generally north­
west and overcame emplaced automatic weapons near K932733. "E"
captured three p illboxes along the east bank of the r iv e r , taking 
twelve POVJ. A rein forced platoon o f ,rE" was pushed forward along 
the edge o f the r iv e r  to  1192375*6, while the 3d Battalion companies 
pushing north secured the building in the area centering around 
KS4 3 7 3 7 . "F” pushed northeast to  the ra ilroad  tracks, while the
1st Battalion cleared HILFARTH and reorganized constituting the 
regimental reserve batta lion . Construction was in it ia ted  on two 
Class 40 floa tin g  treadway bridges and ore class 6 infantry support 
bridge, completed two infantry foo t bridges and continued repairs 
to the stone-arch bridge over the ROSR RIVER at HILFARTH. The over­
a l l  advance fo r  the operation was over three kilometers.

26 February 1945

The action in it ia ted  during the night o f 25-26 February con­
tinued throughout the 25th and Is  narrated under the one date fo r  
continu ity.

27 February 1945

The 1st Battalion continued reorganization at HILFARTH as 
regimental reserve, moving to positions more c lose ly  behind the 
attacking battalions by 1505 hours. The 2d Battalion continued 
the attack to the northwest in zone from DOVERACK, seizing and 
clearing o f enemy successively MILLIJH, RATHE IK, KR ICKELBE.RO, 
V0GELSA1JD, GARS BECK, LUCHTEHB2RG, GRS3ECK and FLSTSCH, M. Several 
p illboxes were encountered on the east bank of the RGER RIVER and 
numerous POtf were taken. Casualties were extremely l ig h t .  The 3d 
Battalion attacked northwest in  zone from HUCKSLHOVEN, se iz in g  and 
clearing o f the enemy successively from SIEDL'JiSJ, 3CHAUFENBSRG,
BUSCH GENDORF, WASSEKBSR3. A fter reaching SCHAUFEKBERG, Company " l "  
was mounted on the tanks o f Company "A", 734th Tank Battalion, and 
spearheaded the batta lion  advance to KA5SEKJ32RG. At the end o f the 
period the commander was planning combat patrols o f approximately 
platoon strength into BIRGELEN.

23 February 1945

1st Battalion continued to constitute regimental reserve. The 
2d Battalion advanced generally north, capturing and clearing o f 
enemy OHEWTLACK, 3ULENBUSCH, XRAFELD, OPHOVEK, 3TEITJKIRCHEK, and 
EFFELD, and pushed patrols to  the northeast o f that position. The 
batta lion  was supported by a platoon of medium tanks, but were pre­
vented by roac conditions from employing them. The 3d Battalion ad­
vanced generally northwest, seizins and clearine o f enemy BIRGELEN, 
EL3UK, R03EWTHATL, the OPHOVEK and EFFELDER WOODS and se izing the 
crossroads at K86S838 and southwest o f  that point. Light enemy 
opposition was encountered in BIRGELEN with one p illb ox , an enemy 
mine f ie ld  and anti-tank ditches being encountered in that v ic in ity .
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The advance o f the batta lion  was spearheaded by Ml "  Company mounted 
on the tanka of Company "A", 734-th Tank B atta lion .-

2. The Battle casualties for* the month of February arc as 
fo llow s :

S E C R E T

K I A ..............
DCV7...............

OFF EM

SWA............. .
3 I A ............. .
LW A............... . .  1 ...............
L I A .............. 0  ...............
K IA ............. . . . . . . .  3

T o t a l . . . . ............... 89

Awards received by members o f the 154th Infantry Regiment 
are as fo llow s:

DSC
S ilver
Star

S o ld ier1s 
Medal

Bronze
Star

Air
Medal

Rep; 01c Rep: 01c Rep; 01c Rep; 01c Re <7 01c

O fficers 3 5
Enlisted

Men ______ 2________ 49 -2

The number o f  Purple HeartMedals awarded is :  90
(This number arrived at by to ta l o f a l l  b a ttle  casualties minus MIA. 
Ho accurate accounting o f medals awarded to members o f the command 
car. be made aiid yet comply with the due-date o f this report as too 
many headquarters are authorised to make the award. The only other 
accurate count would be the actual number o f medals Issued by the 
Reglmental Surgeon.)

322 Prisoners o f War were evacuated during the period.

yfeG B ! C. BQATSMAN 
Lieutenant Colonel, Infantry 
Commanding

2 IncIs
IncI 1 - Unit Journal 
Incl 2 -  5-2 Poriodic Reports 
Incl 3 -  S-3 Situation Reports 
Incl 4 -  CitaLions

(A ll  Incls with o r ig in a l only)
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