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Al;ARD OF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CRCSS

By Direction of the President and under the provisions of Sec I, Cir 32, Hq
ETO US Army, 20 Mar 1944, as amended by Sec 1, Cir 56, Hq ET0 US arnmy, 27 May
194k, a Distinguished Service Cross is awarded tos

-Major CLAIRE A THURSTON, 0350185, Infantry, Headquarters 9th Infantry
Division, United states Army. For extraordinary heroism in connection with
military operations against an armed enemy in CERNANY, During the period 7 ~ 13
Varch 1945, in the vicinity of RIONAGEN, GERLNY, Major THURSTON fearlessly
ixposed himself to enemy artillery fire and air attack in order to direct and
maintain the traffic over the vital Ludendorf Bridge. Ailthough previously
wounded By a shell fragment he hercically rushed across the bridge on foot
during a heavy air bombardmont and carried to safety a man dagzed from concussion,
His cool, courzgeous actions inspired personnel to continue crossirg in th.
face of davas'ating cnemy firo, Uajor THURSTON'S dauntless leadership and
gallantry are in keeping with the highest traditions of “hc military scrvice,

Czptadn RALPH T BRO'N, 0354104, Infantry, Company "K", 376th Infantry Regiment s
F4th Infantry Division, Unitcd Stateu Army., For extraordinary heroism in -
connection with military operations against an armed eremy, in GIRMANY. During
an attack on SITZZRATH, GERIAMY, on 16 March 1945, when Captain BRO!'N observed

a well camouflaged GCerman 77mm artillery piece dominating the route of advance
and protected from tank artillery fire by rocrct=launchers, he armed himsclf

with a grenade-launcher and couraseously cravled towards the German gun, Al-
though he was observed and seriously wounded by almost point-blank firc from the
cnemy piece, he forced the enemy soldiors manring the rocket~launchers to retreat
and friendly tanks silenced the artillery piece and led the infantry units in

* town, Wi'S ho 2
Qﬁuﬁfﬁﬁiﬁnﬁ'ﬁﬁu&? got uty are mmggg};fngm\odl‘hotgérgigﬁegg xl-aiitiggoo
the military scrvice, .

Czptain ROBERT °i SMITH, 01285651, Infantry, Compeny "k®, 317th Infantry
Repiment, 80ti Infantry Division, United States irmy, For extraordinary heroism
in councction with military operations against an armed enemy in LUXEMBOURC,
thile engaged in fierce action noar KEMIEN, LUXEIBOURG, during the period 24 =26
Docember 1944, Captain SUITH made a lone reconnaissance under iniense hostile
enal . arms, aubcratic a~apons and mortar fire nnd cstablished contact with a
pl-tuon Lot had bocome isolated, In the two days of bitter fighting that
followed, he erhibatod superb courane in leading his company jn the f'ace of
poverlul opemy resistunce, and although painfully wounded, personally led an
atla~i oa the oney~liel! town unti] he was again seriously wounded., Saptain
SHIT'T'S nevels loadership was an inspiration to the men in his command and is
in kecping with Lic highest traditions of the arned forces,

Crptain FRINK L BRAULEY, 1423.87, Infantry, 10th Infantry Regiment, 5th
Infantry Division, Unit~d States Army. For extraordinary heroism in conncetion
with military operations against an armed enemy in GERIL.NY. During a strong
eneny countcrattack ncar K.\RLJEH'JF:.,(STRI.\NY, on /4 Decomber 1944, Captain BRADLEY
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courageously exposed himsolf to intense enemy artillery fire and ran approxi=
mately 300 yards to contact friemdly tank destroyers. Although painfully
wounded by shell fragmonts just as he reached his objcctive he gallantly
rofused to be evacuated, led the tank destroyers against the enemy and
succeeded in repulsing the counterattack. Captain BRADLEY'S heroic actions and
indomitable fighting spirit are in keeping with thc highest traditions of the
military service, '

second Licutenant WILLIAYM 5 READ, 01183171, Ficld Aartillery, Battery "C",
512th Field Artillery 3attalion, United States army. For extraordinary
horoism in connection with militarv opcrations against an armed enemy in GERMANY.
puring the period 17 = <1 February i94%, Licutenant RZ.D exhibited courageous
determination by corstantl;” remaining in a dangerous forward positicn to adju i
artillery fire on strong Germon defonscs near FREILINGEN, GZRIANY. On 21
Fobruary he voluntarily moved forward alome through withering hostile fire and
dcstroyed one and disabled another of two approaching encry tanks. Although
wounded in this action he roturned to the Company and pattalion Command Posts
apd rendered a vital, detailed report of cnery activitics and dispesition.
Licutenant READ'S herole, fecarless actions and unswervinz devotion to duty.
reflect preat credit’ upon himself and the military scrvice, .

First Serseant GERVIS VILLIS, 13017510, Company wpit, 12th Infantry Regiment,
Lth Infantry Division, Unitcd States Arry. For ex“raorcinary heroism in
connccticn with military oporations against an aprcd cnemy in LUXELBOURG. -
From 16 December 1944 to 21 Decenber 1944, during 1 heavy encry counterattack
i.1 BERDORF, LUXEITDOURG, Serpgeant UILLIS inspired his mon to a valiant defense
»f their position in the face of overwhelning cnemy forces. Shouting cncourage-,
pent to his men he gallantly naintained a constant stream of firc upon the
numerically superior cnemy forces althoush his own position was subjected to
intense enemy artillery, rocket and smnll arms fire. On onc occasion, although
knocked dowr: and dazed from hostile rocket fire, he rose Lo his fect and
continrued to peur rifle firc at the cnemy, forcing them to withdraw, Sergeant
ILLIS' heroic lcadership and indomitable fighting spirit uphold the finest
traditions of tho miliatary servicc.
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2 opFIcAL 53 ne HOBART R. GaY,
- =, Lajor Genmeral, U. S. Army,
1i " V' & Chicf of Staff.
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R. E. CUMMINGS, :
Colonel, Adjutant Gencral's Department,
Adjutant General.
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