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NULBER 53 )/

AJARD OF SILVER STAR

By Direction of the President and under the provisions of Section I, Cir-
cular Number 32, Headquarters Buropean Theater of Operations, United States
Amy, dated 29 Larch 19LkL, as amended by Section I, Circular Wumber 56, Head-
quarters European Theater of Operations, United States ammy, dated 27 liay 19LL,
a Silver Star is awarded tos ’

Sergeant LANNIS P. KELLER, 6636397, Company "i", 70th Tank Battalion,
United States Ammy, For gallantry in actien in GEIW?.NY. On 11 February
l9h;, when his platson leader and platoon- sergeant were seriously wounded,
p / ~}eaving their platoon without responsible leadership in a homardous posi-
J} /s, ,¢f/ tion, Surgeant Keller voluntarily went forward on foot througn intense
iy enemy artillery and rocket fire to assume command of the platoon. He i
quickly disciplined the panicky platoon and with skillful and courageous "
leadership, displaced the platoon from the untenable position. On the
following morning, Sergeant Keller took personal command of the platoon
and led them in a highly commendable manner in their attack and capture of
the town of Hermespand, Germany. Sergeant Keller's exceptional leadership,
daring and coolness under fire reflect highest credit upon himgself and the
military service.

BY LATAND OF LIBUTENANT GENERAL KEYES:

DON E. CARLETON
Brigadier Geéneral, U S Ammy
Chief of Staff

We C. CALDSELL
Colonel, Adjutant General's Dopartment
Loting idjutant General
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