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TO THE C/FICERS AND MEN O THE "LIRD ARMY

AND

20 CUR COMRADES OF THE XIX TACTICAL AIR COMMAND

In the periocd from January 29 to Maroh 22, 1945, you have
wrested 6,48l equare miles of territory frcm the enemy. You have
taken 3,072 ocities, towns, and villeges, including among the former,
TRIER, KOBLENZ, BINGEN, WORMS, MAINZ, KAISERSLAUTERN, and LUDWIGSHAFEN,

You have captured 140,112 enemy soldiers, and have ‘dlled
or wounded an additional 99,000, thereby elimiaating practically all
of the German 7th and lst Armies. History records no greater achieve-
mert in so limited a time.

Tais yreat campaign was only made pnssible by your dis-
ciplined valor, unswerving devotion to duty, coupled with the unpar-
alleled audacity and speed of your advance on the ground; while from
the air, the peerless fighter-bombers kert up a relentless round-the-
clock attack uvon the disorganized enemy.

The world rings with your praises; better still, General
Marshall, General Eisarhower, and General Bradley have all personally
commendied yous The highest honor I have ever attained is that of having
my name coupled with yours in these great events.

Please accept my heartfelt admiration and thanks for what
you have d-»- , and remsmber that your assault crossing over the Rhine
at 2200 hours last night assures you of even greater glory to come.

?‘;.T;Amn. JR :

Lieut. OOIIOI'II. U. S. Ammy,
Commanding.
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