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1 = LWARD OF THE SILVER STAR MEDAL (POSTHUNOUS). By direction of the President
and under the provisions of section 1, Gircular 32, Headquarters Europedn Thedter
of Opcrations, United States irmy, dated 20 March 1944, as amended by Sectiom I,
Circalar 56, Heddquarters furopean Theater of Operations, United States irmy,
dated 27 May 1946, a Silver Star is posthumously awarded to:

Staff Serguant NCRVEL HANONS, 15064075, 10th Infantry Regiment, United States
Army. For gallantry in actdon in FRANCE. On 10 september 1944, Sorgeant HAMONS
was serving &8 & heavy machine gun section leador, defunding s bridgehead pesiticn
on tho Moselle River, when concentrated enemy artillery and mortar fire was direc-
ted on the position. fThis devastating barrage was immedi: tely followed by a strcng
encmy counlurattack spearhecdsd by tankss Subjocted to point-blank firc from the
tanka and intenso small arms firg, the platoon suffored heavy casualties and began
to fall backe slthough seriously wounded, Sergeant HAMONS held his position, dir-
scting withoring fire on the enemy infantry which inflicted numerous casualties '
and retarded the advance, When ordeyed to withdraw, Sergesnt HALONS' wounds were
so scrious that ho wis unable to walke Rather than impede tho withdrawal and en-
danger his comrades, Sergeunt HANONS asked that he be left behind and died on the
f1e1ld of battle, His indomiteble courage, intrepid determination, and unsedfish
dovoticn to duty rofluet highest credit upen himself and the military service.

1 STLR MEDiL. By direotion of the President and under the
provisTons ol X otion T, Tircular 32, Headquartors European Theater of Operations,
United gtates Army, datad 20 March 1944, as amended by Section I, Circular 56,
Headquarters European Thuater of Operations, United States army, dated 27 May 1946,
4 Bronse Star iedal is awerded toy '

Technicial Fourth Grade JOHN He SMITH, 3820R°R, Headquarters Battery, 34lst
Fiuld irtillery Battalion, United States Army. For heroic achievement in conneo-
tion with military operations against an ¢nemy of the' Unlted States in GERMANY.,
M 13 Deoenber 1944, Techniciin SMITH was assisting i forward obsorver when their
obstrvation post was atbackod by(& platoon of cnemy infentry with tank support.
Hu romained steadfast at his post and maintained eonatant communication with his
battalion, permitting tho observer to direct accuréte artilliry fire which dis-
ruptod thu onemy attack and foroed thom to wdthdraw, Tcchnician SMITH'S courage,
dutupmination, and loyal devetion to duty fefloct great credit upon himself and
thu mildtary sopvice, ‘ |
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