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I, ~ATARD OF DISTINGUISIED SERVICE CROSS .

l. By erection of the Fresident and under the provisions of 3cec I, Cir 32,

Ho =00 8 i 3 1
.13 Tw ARy ?C- 1ar 19L)., as amonded by Sec I, Cir 56, Hq ZZC US irmy, 27 May
1Sh)y, a Distinguished Sorvice Cross is awarded posthumously tos

- Tajor WILLIA G GILLIS JR, 023905, Infantry, 1st Eattalion, #+ Infantry
Regiment, 35%h Infantry Division, United States Army. For oxtraoréinary heroism
in ?mcction with military overstiens agsinst gn armcd eneiry, 0n 15 September
1Slyy, Imjor GILLIS commancded the lst Battalion, ## Infantry during a crossing
of The SATCH RIVIZR end the RITTE-IARNE CAFAL at DOIRASLE, FRANCEs The epemy
stubbornly opposed the crossing with strong forces of inrantry which were dug
in at close range, and by mortar and machine-gun fire from camnanding positions
on the hills. During thke crossing, which was made by direct assault over im-
provised bridsing constructed under intense Girect enory fire, imajor GILLIS was
g 1y present with the lsading elements of his troops, moving freely among
+hen to direct the atback. Disregarding his own safety he weded and swam 'across
+he river ard canpl soveral times unGer heavy enemy fire, THis couragecous lsader-
ghip ané sxemplary conduct under fire s6 imsrired his men that they wore able te
force the crossing successfully sfainst heavy ogds. Wis heroic accomplistments
d zealous devobtion to duty reflect the highest credit upon himself and the

iitary forces of the United States,
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P rst Licutepant. 14X I FITZPATRICK, 01319406, Infantry, Company "c®, s
fardry Regiment, 26t Infanbry Division, ‘Uni‘ccd States irmy. For ox rac\r‘.‘ilm
horoism in comnection with military oporations against an .u.r;-'!tcd. R en-8
rovamber 1944, Company ™ ww Ini"mgl;r:,r 7 a.ttaa!::ing in congunct:?.?‘11"‘.?1'\:.':“0‘;1'@!'
wiits, was ondeavoring to complato the cecupation of It}-;c t?‘:m of EC BYR SE;LLE.,
TRIGICE, in vhieh the cnomy was still occug:-:,'-'ing, g ome miwslm pc-s:..‘:atozl.s; Ligu=-
Lorort FTTZPATRICE, commanding a platoon of Con‘.pun}'."c , voluntarily led a group
of Bix en apgeinst the eneny~held br.mildins;a, ir‘.sr,irlr.g: t‘e‘.e" Ez..:]B[\.'L.ll“'i 11‘1“?1.‘1f‘5‘d0f
intonso oneny necling=run and emall arma {ire by his i-.:z--\:‘lit.ia”IJ‘.‘:ar.i:irSui.p :1.1::
coolness. 1Tvor roaelifnz the Piret huilding, Liu‘:t‘:mant RITZE ,-;.I,;-.;..J.__wu..t’: ;m
room to room in advenee of Lis mon paerehing _Llli.lt tha enemyr andl 11: 0‘_:‘0.‘(:]; e {
roons lilled three of the enany who weye marning a xr.aahix:u-gxuz1u: .axd.":%au:‘n;. e
then lod his mop Lo the next bullding which was also S'i':x*or}p_;}:'_L—Of‘a:iﬁziumgﬁck?gm
entoring ono of the rooms was lilled by eneny f‘ira._ Llh.ﬁ‘l‘lt{:"—‘..?:l'.b -Z:I'Jt;hgi“.';"‘o:;s
heroic actions and supreny duvotion to duty exomplify tho highost Traditi

of tho ilitary forcos of the United gtates,
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