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1 FW from 1st Co, 17 Eng Bn, 17 S5 Div.
FW captured in BLIES-EBRSING at 1980 yesterday.

PW believes trat tle engineer battalion still hasf three more comperies which are
either in reserve or witr other parts of the division, The 1st Co was attsched

to tre 37th Regt. Of tre first compary the plateons alterrate assignrents: there
is always one committed as infantry, one in reserve amnd two doing engineer work.
There crly mission as engineers has been the deatruction of bridges: usually these
bridzes are prepared for demeoclition by others, but occasiorally these engineers
8lso prepare the charges. They have laid nc mines erywhere in this vieirity,
They krow rothing about delayed aciion booby-ttzps or bombs. The strength of the
lst Co 3 days ago was 50 ~60 men: since trer it has suffered losses thru artillery
fire (e.g. in PW's platoer 8 men out of 19 were wounded by artillery). The former
CO of 1lst Co was Capt Schleicher who vas wounded at Puttelange: replaced by Lt
Brautigem. Tbke equipment in this rlatoon includes only rifles, they having given
up their machine guns to ordrance three days agos they have also tlhrown away their
small bazookas and gas masks. CU eof Eng Bn was Capt Muller. Three days ago
the battelien had been in rest at BLIES=-BOLCHEN., The engineer company kas no trucks
transportation has beer provided by two trucks from br Hq when required.

FP¥% ves captured at BLIESe#EBERSING yesterday at 1880, His mission was to take a
message to engineers at the bridge at BLIESBRUCK (594576) to blew it up.. The bridge
wes already prepared. He started frem HABRIRCHEN with tweo others: directly after
they crossed the store bridge at HABKIRCHEN FRAUENBERG this was blown. A third
bridge for whieh his platoon is respongibtle and whick is not yet blown is at REINHEW ,
(Reinkeim = 597597). The foot bridge over the Bliess et 559596 is flooded ever
because of high water. The two engineers with whom PW started were killed by arty. -

PW states that Bn Lehmenn was supposed to have eccupied heights about 5759: the 37 « !
th Regt is als¢ supposed to have gone inte pesitien here lsst night. FP¥ heard or

saw ro tenks yesterday: day before however he heard the noise of tarks which he be=

lieved were witkdrawing., S

PW says that orzanic ergineers of a division do not build bridges. This work is dom
by urits ettached from higher echelors.

FW knows of no orgenization of German civilians other tham Volkssturm, The civilians
Zre rot evacusted, are not giver weapons, and are not organized for harrassing us.



