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» PW From 2nd Jompany, 343 Resiment, 183 V& Division.
1at Rattalion of this regiment has occupied area vicinity

HTILFARTH since before 29 January 1945, Thev have kept only 25
goldiers in the town itself, however. 1ast night some of the men
withdrew in the direction of WUECKELHOVEN leaving 15 men with 3 )
machine suns &t the followine coordinates: 937734, 939725, and
938724. There were also .6 riflemen at approximately 937722.

PW states that the 3rd Company of his regiment is defending
HITECKELHOVEN, and the lst Company ig in position along the east
bank of the ROER River. Other units of the regiment are at KAPHORF,
(923729) and WEDATI (95TTO4). S :

Fngineers have been active in HILFARTH. Anti-personnel
mines (S-mines) are lald from 937722 to 934721 before this land
was inundated.. Two days ago, 50 Shoe Mines laid in 3 rows, in
staggered pattern, were placed between points 937717 to 93&716.
Anti-tank mines (Riegel mines) are laid at followine points:

6 at 936719, and 3 at 9%6724. There arc. two bridges, one at
939727 which is the site of a previously destroyed stone bridge
over which a wooden foot bridsge has recently been bullt. There
ig a second wood foot bridge at 941727. The first bridge 18
prepared for demolition but not yet blown up; 1t is not known
whether the second bridge 1s 80 prepared or ndt.

AOLFRATHE 1s the Division collecting point for replacements
and possibly the Division CP. Four-days ago the regimental CP
was in FEEOKELHOVEN at 945739 in the first house on the east
side of the road entering the town from the north.

PWs heve seen no (German .armor, 58 units,-or.Parachute unitse
in this vicinlty. - ' : %

PW came to this unit as replacements on 29 January from
nzechoslavakia. The trip from there to Colosne by raill took 13
days because of alr attack and rail damage. -

PW were alerted for our attack this morning but had been SO
alerted for the past several days and were vartially surprised.
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66 P# from lst, 2nd,3d, and 14th Co 343 Inf Hegt;¢183 va DAv.
. ¢ 1st and ond Co of 219 Eni Bn, 183 V& Div. ' :

Organization, Strenxth and Dispositlon: o '
31 Co, 34 % Re~t, consisted of two platoons with total strength
of 40 men. (One dlatoon was in line vic DOVERACH (935733). The
nlatoon had & front of 1500 yds to defend. To their. left were the
1st and 2nd “os with the mission of defending the (ferman bridgehead
~over the ROHR at UTIFARTH, To the rizht of the 34 Co were unite of
the 330 Inf Regt, 183 Div.: N By ' _ e
Aporox strength of 2nd Co, vie HIIFARTH, was 80 men. .
14th Co was almosticommletaly dletributed amonz rifle companles
of resizent as two man bazooka teamst they have ng AT guns.
The 219 Tng Br Lis orsanle to the division and conslsts of two.
companies, -strenzth unknown. The men from the battalion are never
all tomether but ars sent out in small forces of 10-12 men fop specl-

"Pic missions. .

Locations: '

TP of 183 VG Div glven as VATZERATH EE I A e e _

Ap of 1st 3n, %43 Inf 1bot in cellar of RR statlion in  HUECKELHOFEN.
 Trains of 14th Co at MATZTRATH. ; S J’ :

Hq Go of 343 Inf Rest in CERDERHAN (phon) "

219 Field Replacement =n and 260 ¥March 3n in ELLIEGHO&EE.

trains of unknown unit in SOHWANENAERG (MW of ERKBELENZ) .

6P of 219 Ens Bn in HOVEN (968TTT) » Cadn

AP of 14th Co, 343 Rect iln DOVEREN (958733) :

Rectl Surgeon of 343 fest in RLEIN "TAD3ACH (940765)
- Regtl Coll ata (med) in TURCFELHOTEN . )

piv Clearing sta (med), 183 Dilv, 1n RHETNDAHLER (39 of MUENCHEN
ALADBACH) . ! ' ' '

Personalities: . & % e g
- zo, 1lstiln, 343 Rext - Oapt Welssgeber
co, l4t¥ o, * 4 - 1t Heindl y
an, 2nd Co 219 #ng 2n = L.t Linke
co, 1st o " " " = Lt doch

Artillery: ' | :
S =7s &re ona or two batteries of 85mu AL guns used as Tileld arty
at wovey (968777)." : L :

AA batteries at ATURDERTAN (phon) shot down two med bombers on
22 Feb. B S m ‘ T '

one battery est 150mm how at Q49754 Just below crest on reversse
slone of hill: also one AA battery 83mm. Both pelieved motorized.
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Mines and Anti-Tank Obgtacles: : ,
There 18 barbed wire acrose the HILFARTH - KAPHOF road &t about
928727. There are "stigk" mines 1n the wire and three rows of
‘rall mines in front of it: these are dus in shallow holes. Half-
way between this polnt and the first house of MILFARTH are unburled
reil mires in the fields extending for about 20 yds on each slde
of the road between two dugouts.
Shoe mines are planted around House #3 (sez town plan) of HILFARRTZ.
¥APHOF has many antl-persbnnel mines. The AEEL/EYL £1e1ds on thea
west side of the WILFARTF - KAPHOF road are heavily mined with- AT
snd AP mines. . ' ' - "
Mines had been laild.pn the east approach of the =oer bridge at
HILFARTH but were lifted by Termsans beczuse of danzer to own troops.
4 P¥ had mission of guarding OR 939736 with two bazoqkas. There
were no mines here. : o ; '
PY say that all) minea were lald ahead of MIR (¥ of ROEX R.)

aws: Ass masks sre tested mont 1y in gas chamber. P says that this
has always.been'dons in this unit. ; ' L '

t7iscellaneous: - : T

~cne P4 saw groups of soldliers from 335 Div motenkopf in COLOGNE
ahout two weeks 2830. N R "

A1l men are welli informed on Russian progress and know that the
“ussiang have crossed the ODZR R. ; £

vany have read oropaganda leaflets of ours: none had surrender
pasgsegd. - - _ ) ’

P ‘saw no. armor, parachute troons, assault suns, or significant
activity between here and COLOGNE, except that one 'saw five tanks
travelline 1n an easterly directlon which he belleved were golng
to the Russian front. _ -

P4 know of no '"Maguis movemént'" orsganlzed 1n termany, but one
expressed ths opinion that thls was the original, intentlon of the
volkssturm. '

= know of no eivilian concentration areas for evacuees 1in this
gector. Many vplaces have been evacuated conpletely; some have a
few civilians left. igmsay that the attitude of the clvillans 1s
that they want ug to 4gome and get the war over with. .

There sre a fow 83 officers in Hgs of the 343 Re~t. Their pur-
pose there 1s unknown. One P9 sald that whenever his 00 insvected
his company in the line two 53 offlcers always accompanied him.

The 14th Co recelved 20 -eplacements from Czechoslovakia 29 Jan.
They received anti-tank tralning after coming here. This consisted
. of firins one round with a bazooka. _ f )

A recently issued order forbidse the use of onzlneérs as infantry.
PY interpret this to mean that ensineers are difficult to renlace.
Tt wags previously comnon practice to use them a3 infantry.




