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10tk Biry 8% Arty Regt, 190 Div:

The regt censists of twe Bns, the 34 and 4th. Fourth Bn has twe
biries, the 10th ard 12th, which were te suppert the lst Bn of 1225 Regt,
The 11th Btry has been lest dufing the last weeks. lst Bn 1225 had pesi-
tien centering at 625342, The resitien was teken by an excellently
executed (epinien ef Cerman efficer) attack ef tanks preceeded by arty pree
paratien and fellewed by infantry.

10th and 12th Btries khave twe 150mm hewitzers each. Theee ars drawn
by eold-medel, pewerful passenger cars. Strength ef 10th is about 100 men,
ene~third ef which are censidersd unreliable because of their non-German
erigin. Eecause of spmo shertage the 10th biry had net fired fer several
‘days. The 12th Btry fired 15 rounds irterdictery fire at area 503347,

Regt had ne cemmectier with AA er ether arty urits.

CO of 1Cth Biry de Lt v. der Salm. CO of 12tk Btry is Lt Sturm,

En CO is Capt Frieling. -

General Situatien:

Opresitien censists of stragglers of varieus urits, mestly of the
lst Bns of each ef the 1225 and 1226th regts fermed inte Kempfzruppe,
and small Broups er individuels attempting te evade capturs and withdraw
or waiting te be cactured. It is believed that mary whe live ip this part
of Germany have deserted and sare hidden in their hemes. In seme instances
urits of the pelice ferce heve been detailed as riflemen te previde a rear
gvard fer withdrawing urits. In many lecalities the Velkssturm was mebilizd
ard erdered te the WESER R sectien under peralty ef death: many are be-
lieved te have remeined st heme in spite ef the penalty, Accerding te the
recruiting efficer fer the RECKLINGHAUSEN area the Velkssturm was handled
entirely by the lecal mayers. The general missien ef all these units was
te cever the withdrawal of whatever ceuld be saved in the FirsteNinth Army
encirclement. :

Methed of withdrawal ef 1st 2n 1226, lst Bn wae te leapfreg half the
Bn beyend successive pesitiens held by the ether half. Until erriving at
HERTEN the general dirdectien of thie withdrawal had been te the NE teward
HECKLINGHAUSEN, - Yesterday, hewever, the Kampfgruppe CO (new a PW) erdered
the directien changed te the SE because ef the pressure frem the nerth .
Because of the peer cemmunicatiens mest of the men did ret knew ef this
charge in plan, se it is prebable that greups of them have gene in either
directien. One unit kncwn £e have been withdrawing te the SE frem BUER
was the 657 AT Bn (has 4 8fmm AT guns left in Bn).

Merale is very peor even smeong efficers. (o.g.f the CO of a group
of 30 AA men helding an sutpest persusded trem te wait ard surrender).

Only ene PV ef all those interviewed still had hepe fer & secret weapen
or cenceded Cermeny & chance te wirn. '

A retired captain ef the army hed beer mude chief eof the Velkssturm in
RECKLINGHAUSEN. Twe dauys age he wes appreached by Gen Hermer (CG of 190 Div)
and erdered te service with the 1226 Regt in what he theught was an ad-
ministrative jeb. The Br was placed under his cemmand hewever, and believing
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that he ceuld net hamdle it in this difficult sitvetion he changed to
civilian clethes &nd went heme. Ce

Hitler's erder regarding stragglers being punishable by death fer net repert-
irg te the nearest efficer alse applies to unit cemmanders in that they are
held respensible undsr the same penalty fer men net leaving any pesitien until
se erdered, Similar threats and prepaganda cencerring the treaiment of Py
by Americans ie the chief deterrent te mere desertiens frem tkhe Cermar Army.



